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Lawrence Hill Book Descriptions: 

 

Lawrence Hill is an accomplished and award-winning author. If you enjoyed The Illegal why not try reading 

some of his other books such as: Some Great Thing, Any Known Blood, Dear Sir, I Intend to Burn Your Book, 

Blood: The Stuff of Life and The Deserter’s Tale. 

 

Any Known Blood is a fascinating multi-generational story that chronicles Langston V’s desire 

to uncover his family history. Langston comes from a long line of Langston’s who have lived 

incredible lives during difficult historical periods for Black people. He has just been fired from 

his speech writing job and is at a crossroads. He is uncertain about what he wants to do next 

with his life. Langston has always been curious about his family history and decides to go to 

Baltimore, where his parents grew up and where his Aunt Mill currently lives, to learn more. 

Through his investigations, Langston encounters some unique characters including his Aunt 

Mill and Hassane Moustafa Ali also known as Yoyo (Keita’s father in The Illegal) a journalist from Cameroon 

living without papers in the US. This is a compelling story about discovering your family history, racial 

tensions and prejudice in both the US and Canada as well as the slave trade. Hill does a wonderful job 

evoking different historical periods in both Canada and the US.  

 

Some Great Thing is the story of Mahatma Grafton, a disenchanted university graduate 

who has returned to his childhood home to work at the Winnipeg Herald as a reporter. 

Mahatma is initially a reporter without a specific focus or interest in what is happening in 

the world, until he starts to investigate the French language rights issues and tensions 

between the French and English populations of Winnipeg. Hill expertly delves into the 

tensions between these groups and has created a variety of unique characters such as 

Yoyo (Keita’s father in The Illegal) who is a journalist from Cameroon living in Winnipeg for 

a year, a welfare crusader, a French language-rights activist, and an eccentric judge. Some 

Great Thing provides an in-depth look at what it was like in a Winnipeg newsroom in the 1980s. This is a 

funny coming of age story of Mahatma’s journey of self-discovery and finding his passion.   

 

In Dear sir, I Intend to Burn Your Book: An Anatomy of a Book Burning, Lawrence Hill explores 

censorship and his personal experiences with it. Roy Groenberg (Chairman Foundation Honor and 

Restore Victims of Slavery in Suriname) was upset with Hill's choice of title for his award-winning 

novel: The Book of Negroes and wrote him an email expressing his dissatisfaction and warning 

that he was going to burn his book. Hill provides his thoughtful rebuttal to Groenberg’s concerns 

and discusses other examples of censorship.  

 



Lawrence Hill Book Descriptions cont’d: 

 

In Blood: The Stuff of Life Hill explores the significance of blood and society views/perceptions of 

it. The combination of both anecdotal stories about Hill’s thoughts about blood and his childhood 

experiences keeps the reader engaged and the scientific elements and information regarding 

blood is very interesting.  

 

The Deserter’s Tale: The Story of an Ordinary Soldier Who Walked Away from the War in Iraq 

Joshua Key as told to Lawrence Hill. Joshua is an American soldier who enlisted in the army in 

2002 and was deployed to Ramadi in 2003. Joshua is a patriot who was proud to serve his 

country but while serving he became disillusioned with the mission in Iraq and made the 

difficult decision to desert while he was on leave. Joshua and his family went underground and 

later sought asylum in Canada.  

 

In a few of Hill’s books he has featured characters from his other novels: Mahatma Grafton makes a brief 

appearance in Any Known Blood and is also mentioned in The Illegal a few times. Yoyo is featured 

prominently in both Some Great Thing and Any Known Blood, and Hélène (a French journalist who had a 

romantic relationship with Yoyo when he was in Winnipeg) is featured in Some Great Things and mentioned 

in Any Known Blood.  

 

 

 


