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Focusing on Technical Services 
By Dave Brush, Systems Support Coordinator 
 

Technical Services (Tech Services) staff are responsible for some of the most important 
behind-the-scenes operations at the SD&G County Library. Two Cataloguing/
Acquisitions Technicians and a Systems Support Coordinator work out of the 
Administration office in Cornwall, but you may sometimes see us out in the branches for 
special events and projects.  
 
Perhaps the single most important part of life in Tech Services is the preparation of new 
materials for public use. Every new book, audiobook, DVD, and magazine is sent from 
our suppliers to us. We look after the processing and cataloguing of items before they 
are ultimately sent to the branches for circulation. We know that our patrons are keen to 
borrow the latest titles, so we always strive to process them as quickly as possible. This 
can sometimes be a challenge when a slew of popular titles all release at the same 
time! 
 
Another major component of Tech Services’ operations is Interlibrary Loan (ILLO) 
processing. Library patrons are able to borrow books, DVDs, and audiobooks (with 
some limitations) from other libraries all across Ontario. If we cannot provide users with 
the title they’re looking for from our own collection, we try our best to provide it through 
this ILLO system. It can be significantly more time-consuming to handle ILLO requests 
and materials than those from our own catalogue, but it’s a service we’re happy to 
provide when needed. 
 
And rounding out our core operations are a series of smaller-scale tasks. Tech Services 
manages the Library’s Instagram account, repairs resources (when possible), 
processes donated materials, catalogues special materials, makes database 
adjustments, schedules delivery of our Book Club Kits, and many other tasks. The 
frequency of these kinds of tasks spike and wane, so a careful balancing act is needed 
to make sure we don’t let any stockpiles build up to unmanageable levels. 
 
While all of this may not be as visible as the work seen on the front lines of library 
service, we’re proud to be part of the process. 

Meet the Staff : Erica Sutton - Cataloguing/Acquisitions Technician 
How long have you been with the SD&G County Library? 
I have been with the SD&G County Library for almost four and half 
years. My office is at Admin in Cornwall, but I enjoy any opportunity I 
have to visit our branches throughout SDG.  
 
What do you love the most about working at the Library? 
One of the things I like most about my job is when new books and 
DVDs arrive. It feels like Christmas! I also really enjoyed being on the 
SDG Reads committee; it was great to collaborate with staff, promote 
SDG Reads and brainstorm ideas about activities related to Tell (and 
Alone in the Classroom in 2015). 
 
If you could tell people one thing about the SD&G County Library, 
what would it be? 
I would let people know that the SD&G County Library has so many 
wonderful services available and staff who are friendly and 
knowledgeable. I encourage everyone to visit multiple branches to see 
the different resources that are available. 
 
What are you reading right now? 
I am currently reading Radio Girls by Sarah-Jane Stratford and am 
really enjoying it so far. It is set in the 1920s and 1930s in London, and 
it explores the early years of radio programming at the BBC.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



By Susan Wallwork, Communications & Marketing Librarian 
 

Public libraries are key members of the communities they serve. Not only 
do they provide important facilities and resources to create community 
hubs, but they’ve also found a valuable role in reaching out to community 
members in less traditional ways. Community outreach in public libraries is 
expanding, and SD&G County Library is embracing this trend! 
 

Building off traditional outreach “destinations” such as retirement homes, 
schools and homebound patrons, the Library has been testing other 
opportunities over the last few years. There are a few different ways we’re 
doing this, but all revolve around one key element - partnering with other community organizations. 
 

Imagine how fun it would be to visit your favourite Library branch after hours and find out what really happens when 
those doors are locked and the lights are off! With our outreach programs, community groups now have the 

opportunity to do just this. This past year saw a number of community groups visiting 
our facilities after hours for special programs - and one brave bunch even spent the 
night! 
 

However, sometimes it’s not convenient to get to a branch. No problem - we’ll come 
to you! With careful planning and a lot of portable resources, the Library has been 
able to join local groups in their regular meeting spots and give Library programming 
there.  
 

Outreach gives us the opportunity to build awareness of new initiatives at the Library, 
as well as showcase programs and resources. It is also a great opportunity to reach individuals that may not have 
been to the Library in a while - we’ve gotten a lot of new members through our outreach programs! The Library 
might not be the first place you think of when you’re planning your community organizations’ next get-together, but 
perhaps it will be in the future. 

Library Outreach 
 

Library Board Insider 
By Jamie MacDonald, Library Board Member 

 

Like a lot of people, my relationship with the public library started 
when I was young. Growing up in Alexandria, I was an avid user of the 
library. But, as time went by and life got busier, I drifted away from 
being a frequent user.  
 
I still had my interest in reading (political biographies are my go-to 
genre), but my memories were of the places I went to when I was a 
child. FYI, my all time favourite books are children’s books (The 
Boxcar Children, Stuart Little and Charlotte’s Web) - it was fun reading 
those books to my children! 
 
Recently though, I had the opportunity to redevelop my relationship 
with libraries through a position on the SD&G County Library Board.  
 
In January 2016, I joined the Library Board to gain more knowledge on 
the inner workings of the library system. With five years of County 

Council experience under my belt (as Deputy Mayor for North Glengarry), I felt it was the right time to learn more 
about this important service in SDG. I think every member of County Council should serve at least one year on the 
Library Board so they have a greater understanding of the Library budget and the Ontario Public Libraries Act. 
 
My year on the Library Board has been a real eye-opener and not without controversy. I’ve had the opportunity to 
visit 11 branches of the system, participate in a number of open houses and library programs, and meet the 
fantastic staff that bring us our library services. Since joining the Library Board, I have a renewed appreciation for 
library services. I believe libraries are community hubs - places where its not only books and computers, but places 
where children and adults make new discoveries. The closing of three rural branches was a difficult period, but the 
knowledge I now have of the SD&G County Library system is important as we move forward to have the best 
system available to our residents. I look forward to being able to share my renewed interest in libraries with those 
living in SDG. 
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Stormont 

Avonmore                                                           613-346-2137 

Crysler                         613-987-2090 

Programs presented by the SD&G County Library encourage children, teens, and adults to discover the magic of reading in their lives.  Programs also offer 
a great way to meet people!  Children aged five and under attending a program must be accompanied by a parent or caregiver; brothers and sisters of 
those who attend Library programs may also attend, with the same stipulation. 
 
La bibliothèque des comtés unis de SD&G présente des programmes pour enfants, ados et adultes afin de faire découvrir la magie de la lecture. La 

participation à ces programmes offre une bonne occasion de rencontre pour les gens de la communauté!  Les enfants âgés de 5 ans ou moins devront être 

accompagnés d’un adulte lorsqu ’ils participent ou accompagnent d’autres enfants participant aux programmes de la bibliothèque. 

Income Tax Information Session, Thursday January 19, 
7:00pm   
Come and meet a professional financial advisor and receive free 
income tax information on how to properly file your taxes to receive 
the maximum return. 
 
Avonmore Book Club (ABC), Thursdays, January 26, February 
23, March 30 & April 27, 6:30pm  
Join our adult readers for some great books, discussions and 
snacks. New members are always welcome!  January’s book is 
Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingslover. 
 
Family Literacy Day, Friday January 27, during open hours 
Drop-in during branch hours and see what 
amazing things there are for you and your 
family to enjoy. Games and other activities to 
promote family literacy. 
 
LEGO Club, Tuesdays, January 31, February 28, March 28 & 
April 25, 3:00-8:00pm  
Join us to see how much fun being a master builder can be! New 
theme each month. For all ages. Your creations will be on display 
for everyone to admire. 

 
Valentines Movie, Tuesday February 14, 6:00pm  
Come out and watch a classic romantic comedy with 
that special someone.  
 

 
 
 

Freedom to Read Week, February 26-March 4, during open 
hours  
Drop-in this week to learn all about why this initiative began and 
see for yourself what a banned book is. Check one out to read. 
Refreshments will be served. 
 
Teen Tech Week - LEGO Mindstorms, Thursday March 9, 
7:00pm  
Join us to try out some awesome LEGO robotics and learn about 
the cool tech gadgets that are available at the Library. 
 
March Break Madness: 
Movie Mania, Tuesday March 14, 6:00pm 
Games and Crafts,  Wednesday March 15, 10:00am-3:00pm 
Making Magic, Thursday March 16, 4:00-8:00pm 
Fun and Games, Friday March 17, 1:00-4:00pm 
 
Easter Tales and Egg Hunt, Saturday April 8, 11:00am  
Join Kelly at the branch for a fun Easter story and egg hunt. 
 
Minecraft Challenge, Tuesday April 11, 3:00-8:00pm   
If you are between the ages of 10-14 come 
to the branch and check-out our new xBox 
and sign-up to defeat the creepers on 
Minecraft. 
 
Lights-out Storytime, Saturday April 22, 11:00am 
Join Kelly for an Earth Day story and learn about this special day 
and why it’s important. 

Club de lecture Francophone, les jeudis 12 janvier et 9 mars, 
18h30 
Joignez-vous au groupe pour de belles découvertes de lectures et 
des discussions passionnées. Bienvenue aux nouveaux membres!  
 
English Book Club, Tuesdays, January 10, February 7, March 
14 & April 11, 6:30pm 
Join us for great reads and passionate conversations! New 
members are always welcome!  
 
Soirée de Scrabble pour tous, le jeudi 26 janvier à 18h00  
Venez célébrer la journée de l’alphabétisation familiale en vous 
amusant! /  
Scrabble Night for Everyone, Thursday January 26, 6:00pm 
Have fun while celebrating Family Literacy Day! 
 
L’heure du conte avec Sylvie, le samedi 4 février, 10h30 
Bienvenue aux petits et leurs parents pour une histoire, une 
activité de bricolage, des chansons ou des jeux amusants! Cette 
activité est bilingue. /  
Storytime with Sylvie, Saturday February 4, 10:30am 
Parents and little ones are welcome for stories and fun activities, 
such as crafts, songs and games! This is a bilingual activity.  
 
Carnaval Ohé Ohé! Le samedi 11 février, 10h00  
Portes ouvertes avec activités pour enfants. 
En collaboration avec les Amis de la bibliothèque de Crysler / 

Carnival Fun Fun! Saturday February 11, 10:00am 
We’ll have an Open House with children’s activities. 
In partnership with the Friends of the Crysler Library. 

 

Fabrique tes propres lunettes 3D!, le jeudi 9 mars à 18h30 
À l’occasion de la semaine de Science et Technologie pour 
adolescents, apprends à confectionner des lunettes 3D pour 
ensuite visionner des films en trois dimensions sur ton dispositif 
électronique! / 
Build your own 3D glasses!, Thursday 
March 9, 6:30pm 
For Teen Tech Week, learn how to build 3D 
glasses and watch how three-dimensional films on your electronic 
device come alive! 
 
Coloriage thérapeutique, du 14 au 18 mars, pendant la 
semaine de relâche 
Venez vous détendre entre amis en coloriant. Des feuilles de 
coloriage seront disponibles. Les adultes sont aussi les 
bienvenus! / 
Therapeutic Colouring, March 14-18, during March Break 
We invite you to relax with your friends at the branch while 
colouring. Colouring sheets will be available. Adults are also 
welcome! 
 
Bricolage écologique, le samedi 22 avril, 10h30,  
Pour le Jour de la terre, recyclons et jardinons en 
créant un bonhomme qui a des cheveux qui 
poussent! / 
Earth Friendly Crafting, Saturday April 22, 
10:30am 
On Earth Day, let’s recycle and garden while 
creating a character with growing hair!  
 
 



Finch                            613-984-2807 

FREEDOM TO READ WEEK - FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 4, 2017 

Stormont 

Wild & Woolly, Thursdays, 10:30am-12:00pm 
Wild & Woolly Knitters meet every Thursday to work on projects 
and socialize. All levels welcome – and the coffee is always on! 
Please bring your own yarn and needles/crochet hooks. Note: this 
year the Knitters will be working on an afghan for Canada’s 150th 
Anniversary, as well as individual projects. Please see branch staff 
for details. 
 
LEGO Club, Wednesdays starting January 11, 4:15-5:15pm 
Come check out Finch’s amazing LEGO supply and test out your 
MasterBuilder skills! For ages 6-12. 
 
Family Literacy Day Storytime, Saturday January 28, 11:00am 
Kick off Canada’s 150th anniversary by listening to Kathy read 
Moira’s Birthday by Robert Munsch….cake may be involved!  
 
Valentine’s Day Storytime, Saturday February 11, 11:00am 
Come listen to stories that celebrate love between family and 
friends. Make a bookmark to celebrate our love of books and 
reading. 

 
Finch Book Talk, Wednesday February 15, 6:30pm 
Join us for a lively discussion of the book Girl on the 
Train by Paula Hawkins. Books available for pick up 
after January 9th. 

 
Poetry & Freedom to Read, Tuesday February 28, 6:30pm 
While most of us think of books when thinking of Freedom to 
Read, it also affects other print forms such as poetry. Listen to 
some challenged poetry, try your hand at creating poetry, and if 
willing, read your poem aloud. A program for teens and adults.  
 

Game Making Workshop, Thursday March 9, 6:30-8:00pm 
What is coding? Coding is what makes it 
possible for us to create computer software, 
apps, websites, and games. Join us for this 
after-hours program where participants will 
learn simple coding that can be used for 
creating their own computer games. Pre-
registration required. For 8-15 year olds. Please see branch staff 
for more details. In partnership with Code Heroes. 

 
Big Kids Storytime, Monday March 13, 10:30am 
Storytime does not always have to be for little kids…come hang 
out with us during March Break! Listen to a story chosen just for  
6-8 year olds, and then do an older kid craft based on the story. 
 
Giant Stacking Blocks Game, Wednesday March 15 & 
Thursday March 16, during open hours 
How high can you build the tower before it falls down? Grab a 
friend and come give it a try. A program for all ages. 
 
 
Easter Egg Storytime & Egg Hunt, Saturday April 15, 
11:00am 
Come for the story, make a basket out of recycled paper (in 
honour of Earth Day) and then go on a hunt for chocolate Easter 
Eggs.  
 
Recycled Reads, Wednesday April 19, 6:30pm 
While book lovers might shudder at this, old books do end up in 
landfills. Give an old book (one that cannot be read as it is in 
very poor condition) a new lease on life by turning it into a 
creative work of art. A family program. 

Alternative locations to pick up requested 
Library materials 

 
Three locations: 

 Dalkeith Express  
 Glen Walter Express  
 St. Andrews Express  

 
Contact us for more info at 613-936-8777 | generalinfo@sdglibrary.ca 

Library Depots 



Stormont 

Long Sault                                                 613-534-2605 

FREEDOM TO READ WEEK - FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 4, 2017 

Knitting Club, Mondays, 6:00pm  
Join us for an evening of laughter, discuss and exchange 
patterns, learn new techniques and Skype with fellow knitters 
worldwide.  
 
Swedish Weaving, Tuesdays, 2:00pm 
An afternoon of fellowship, laughter and learning a lost art form.  
 
Wednesday Artisans, Wednesdays, 2:00pm  
Meet with fellow artists, paint and create together. 
  
LEGO and Chess Club, Saturdays, 10:00am 
Drop by the branch for a game of chess or to build 
with LEGO. Sponsored by the Friends of the Ingleside Library.  

 
Storytime with Ontario Early Years, third Wednesday of 
each month, 10:30am  
Join us in partnership with OEY for stories, songs, and a 
craft.  For preschool aged children with a caregiver.  
 
Local Artisan Series  
Stop by the branch to view the work of local artists!  
January - Steve Winchester, photography  
February - Jordan Thompson who uses his pen and ink 
technique to express his pride in his Mohawk culture. 
www.mohawk-art-design.com.  Meet and greet Thursday 
February 9, 6:30pm 
March - Wednesday Artisans. Meet and greet Wednesday 
March 15, 6:00pm  
April - Suzanne Boucher  
 
Book Club, Thursdays, January 19, February 16, March 23 & 
April 20, 6:30pm 
Love it or hate it, come, and discuss it. Meet other book lovers 
and participate in a lively discussion!  
January 19 - My Stroke of Insight by Jill Bolte Taylor      
February 16 - Behind the Beautiful Forever by Katherine Boo  
March 23 - Orphan # 8 by Kim Van Alkemade  
April 20 - Orphan Train by Christina Kline  
 
Valentines For Seniors – Saturdays, January 7-February 4, 
10:00am 
Come to the branch and make Valentines for our local Seniors. 
Everyone is welcome. Sponsored by the Friends of the Ingleside 
Library. 

Family Literacy Day Storytime, Wednesday January 25, 
10:30am  
Celebrate Family Literacy Day with stories, songs, and a craft.  For 
preschool aged children with a caregiver.  
 
Valentine’s Day Storytime, Wednesday February 8, 10:30am  
Join us in your valentine colours for a fun morning of stories and 
activities. For preschool aged children with a caregiver.  
 
March Break Activities: 
Ukrainian Easter Eggs, Monday March 13, 6:30pm 
For children ages 6 and older. Registration required. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Ingleside Library. 

Talent Tuesday, Tuesday March 14, 10:30am  
Wacky Wednesday, Wednesday March 15, 10:30am  
For preschool aged children and siblings with a caregiver.  
Button Maker Madness, Thursday March 16, 3:00pm  
For children 7 years and older.  
 
Ukrainian Easter Eggs, Monday April 3, 6:30pm   
A program for adults. Come out and learn a lost art form. 
Registration is required. A small fee will be charged to cover the cost 
of materials.  
 
What’s New in Gardening for 2017, Tuesday April 11, 6:30pm  
Diane Lunan from Marlin Orchards will be giving her annual 
springtime talk on new plants, new colors, what’s new in container 
gardening, etc.   
 
Easter Storytime, Wednesday April 12, 10:30am  
Join us for Easter stories, songs, and a craft.  For preschool aged 
children with a caregiver.  
 
Pets - What We Can Do To Help, Thursday April 20, 1:00pm  
Julie Bergeron, RVT from the local OSPCA, will be at the branch to 
talk to patrons about what the OSPCA does in the community.  
 
BIG Truck Day, Thursday April 27, 1:00pm  
Big trucks from the community will be here. Everybody welcome to 
see how they work and what they do in our community.     

Threads of Friendship, Thursdays, 1:00-3:00pm 
Come and discover the arts of quilting, knitting and crocheting, 
while sharing your knowledge in an informal setting. 
 
Long Sault Book Club, Tuesdays, January 10, February 14, 
March 14 & April 11, 10:00am 
Join us as we discuss bestsellers, classics, favourites, and 
controversial reads, followed by a few snacks. 
 
Family Literacy Day – Bedtime Storytime, Thursday  
January 26, 6:30pm 
Come and celebrate Family Literacy Day at the branch with a 
special bedtime storytime. Hot chocolate and a snack will be 
provided. 

 
Movie Matinees, Saturdays in February, 10:30am 
Movies suitable for the whole family and a snack 
provided. Program sponsored by the Friends of the Long 
Sault Library. 
 

Storytime - Love is in the Air!, Thursday February 9, 10:30am 
Stories, songs, fingerplays and a craft to give to that special 
someone 
 
March Break Madness, Tuesday March 14, Thursday March 16 & 
Friday March 17, 1:00-4:00pm 
Choose your own adventure! LEGO, Playdoh, Zendoodle, board 
games…This is a drop-in program for patrons of all ages. 
 
Wii Fun!, Saturdays in April, 10:30am 
This drop-in program is for school aged patrons. 
 
Easter Storytime - Hop on Over, Thursday April 13, 10:30am 
Stories, songs, fingerplays, and activities to celebrate Easter. 
This program is for preschool aged children with caregiver.  
 
Earth Day Storytime, Thursday April 27, 10:30am 
Stories and activities to learn about the importance of Earth 
Day. This program is for preschool aged children with 
caregiver.  

Ingleside                                                 613-537-2592 

http://www.mohawk-art-design.com
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  SD&G TEENS 

By Jenna Lamarche, District Supervisor 

 
The concept of gaming in the library has evolved over the years. Although traditional games continue to be quite 
popular in libraries (chess, anyone?), video games have become increasingly prevalent in Libraryland despite much 
skepticism and yes, even criticism. Despite the misconceptions surrounding video games, research has shown that 
there are many benefits associated with video games in both libraries and schools. Today’s youth are a generation of 
gamers, and libraries who wish to attract and retain this demographic must fully understand the importance of ‘getting 
with the times’. And the times, they are a-changin’.  
 
Proficiency in digital literacy (the ability to navigate and adapt to technology and its advancements) is absolutely 
necessary for today’s youth. They must hone these skills if they are 
expected to keep up with the demands of a world heavily reliant on 
technology. Video games allow players to gain confidence in their 
technological skills by encouraging them to learn, create, and tinker. 
Perfection is not necessary, nor is it expected. Gaming allows 
participants to fail, and then try again. In fact, the very essence of the 
maker movement itself is based on this important principle: if at first you 
don’t succeed, try again. And again. 
 
As a part of our MakerSpace initiative, the SD&G County Library is 
moving forward with gaming and is currently piloting a project at the 
Winchester Branch. We’ve created a space for gamers in our Library Lounge, with free access to the latest gaming 
console - the xBox One - and one of the most popular games ever created, the indomitable Minecraft. Arguably the 
most educational video game ever designed, Minecraft is essentially virtual LEGO. Minecraft successfully entertains 
and educates players, and allows gamers to create their own formula for success. This building block game encourages 
individuals to create their own world from the ground up. Using coding as a means to gather the materials necessary to 
create such a world, Minecraft embodies the idea that anyone can create anything, with a bit of imagination and a 
willingness to learn. Other educational games promoted in our Library include Zoo Tycoon, which explores economy 
and zoology, and Kinect Sports, an active videogame that encourages movement and the expenditure of energy. 
 
A valuable addition to our makerspace toolbox, gaming serves as a means to encourage freedom of creativity, helps to 
develop problem solving skills, inspires motivation and critical thinking, teaches collaboration, promotes innovation, and 
fosters basic literacy skills in players of all ages. The benefits of gaming are obvious and the inclusion of it in the Library 
is an important step in the development of the Library as a makerspace. Spread the word, gather your friends, and join 
us in our quest to learn. We look forward to helping you improve your game!  
 

 TEEN TECH WEEK @ THE SD&G COUNTY LIBRARY - MARCH 5-11, 2017 
Many of our branches will be offering programming in connection to Teen Tech Week in March.  

This year’s theme, ‘Be The Source Of Change’, encourages teens to discover the many digital resources in the library 
and use these resources to make a positive difference in the world around them. 

Interested in participating? Visit your local branch and find out how  
you can be the source of change in your community. 

 
 
Players can build anything in 
Minecraft. Even a library! 



Dundas 

Chesterville                                              613-448-2616 

Iroquois                                                    613-652-4377 

Knotty Knitters, Tuesdays, 6:00-8:00pm  
Join us at the branch every week for chatting and knitting (or 
crocheting!). Bring your needles and create something wonderful.  
 
Valentine’s Day Chocolate Swap & Craft, Saturday 
February 11, during open hours 
Make a chocolate goodie and bring it to the branch to 
exchange with others. Our cool Button Maker will be on 
hand for adults and kids alike. Make personalized Valentine pins 
for the one you love and enjoy some yummy goodies! 
 
Banned Books, February 26-March 4, during open hours 
A fun challenge in honour of Freedom to Read Week! Match the 
banned book titles to its description and win a prize! 
 
Teen Tech Week, Saturdays, March 4 & 11, during open hours 
Pop by the Library on Saturday, March 4th to get started on 
making a movie, then drop by on Saturday March 11th to edit and 
watch the results! Also, pop in this week  (March 7-9) during open 
hours to create robots with LEGO Mindstorms.  

 
March Break Madness:  
Crafting and Games, Wednesday March 15, 10:00am-1:00pm 
Family Movie Night, Thursday March 16, 6:00-8:00pm 
We’ll play a kid friendly movie and have some popcorn. Bring a 
pillow and wear your PJs or favourite onesie! 
Scavenger Hunt and Craft, Saturday March 18, 10:30am-
1:00pm  
 
Easter Craft for Grown-Ups!, Thursday April 6, 
6:00-8:00pm 
Why should kids have all the fun? We invite all 
adults to join us as we up-cycle plastic Easter eggs 

to make a gorgeous display of vintage-looking eggs.  

Earth Day, Saturday April 22, 10:00am-1:00pm  
Come and make a craft with recycled materials! A fun eco-friendly 
activity for the whole family. 
 

Maker Club, Thursdays, 5:30pm 
Join the Maker Club and learn by making and doing. 
Learn new skills, build, create, and explore new 
technologies.  A drop-in program, for ages 6 to 12. 
 
LEGO Club, Saturdays, 10:00am-12:00pm  
Come to the branch and use your imagination to create the 
tallest tower or work with a friend and create something cool. 
 
Penguins Storytime, Wednesday January 25, 10:30am 
Stories, songs, rhymes and fingerplays for preschool children 
and their parents or caregivers. 
 
Family Literacy Day Snowflake Social, Thursday January 26, 
5:30pm 
Celebrate Family Literacy Day this year at the Snowflake Social.  
Join us for hot chocolate, snacks, and activities. 

Valentine’s Day Storytime, Wednesday February 8, 10:30am 
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with stories, songs, rhymes and 
fingerplays for preschool children and their parents or 
caregivers. 
 
March Break – Fun & Games, March 14-17, during open hours 
Stop by the branch for board games, puzzles, and activities during 
March Break. 
 
Monkeys Storytime, Wednesday, March 15, 10:30am 
Stories and activities all about monkeys. A program for 
preschool children and their parents or caregivers. 
 
Earth Day Craft, Saturday April 22, 10:30am 
Help us celebrate Earth Day with a craft.  This program is for school 
aged children.  

Technology Training @ the Library 
Computer Support @ South Mountain Branch 
By Frank Hallman 
 

A few months ago I started 
volunteering at the South Mountain 
Branch. I thought perhaps if people 
were having issues with their home 
computing, I could offer them some 
advice. I have been a software 
product manager for 16 years at a 
company in Ottawa. A few years 
before that I received a post-graduate degree in 
Information Management from RMC. I have also been 
subject to several computer crashes at home, so I know 
what it is like when things aren’t going well. 
 

I can help people with basic things like Microsoft Office 
applications (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Publisher, MS 
Access), browsers (Explorer, Edge, Chrome) and Virus 
protection software (free products).  
 

I’m looking forward to seeing you at the  
South Mountain Branch! 

Tech Training with Frank - last Thursday of each month at 6pm 
Sessions also available other Thursdays by appointment -  

contact branch staff to register 

By Cheryl Servais, District Supervisor 
 

Whether you are new to the computer, returning for a review, or just 
want to gain more up-to-date skills, our free computer training can 
help! The Library offers one-on-one training sessions to Library 
patrons to help learn about computer basics, the Internet, email, 
word processing and social media.  
 
You can also learn how to access and use Library eResources 
including eBooks, eReaders, eAudiobooks, databases, eMagazines, 
the Library catalogue and other apps.  
 
The Library offers scheduled training sessions, such as “Tech 
Tuesdays”, but can also accommodate other schedules. Contact 
your local branch to find out how to book a session that fits your 
schedule.  
 
Or, if you’d prefer to learn at your own pace, check out this great 
website: http://www/gcflearnfree.org/topics/technology. GCF Learn 
Free offers great online tutorials on everything from computer basics 
to social media - for free! 
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Seaway Yarn Crafters, Tuesdays, 2:00pm  
Join the group as they foster yarn crafts in the community and 
offer a place where fellow crafters can meet each other. All levels 
of skill are welcome! 
 
LEGO Club, Saturdays, 10:00am-12:00pm  
Join our Kids' LEGO Club where you can create, 
build, and use your imagination. LEGO are 
provided. Donations of used LEGO gratefully 
accepted. 
 
Tech Tuesday is Back!, Third Tuesday of the month, 
10:00am-12:00pm 
Got a new Gadget this Christmas, we can help with that! Sign up 
for one-on-one introductory training with Library staff. Learn how 
to download eBooks, eMagazines and eNewspapers to your 
computer, eBook reader, tablet, or smart phone.  
 
Family Literacy Day Storytime, Thursday January 26, 
10:30am  
Celebrate Family Literacy Day with stories and activities for 
preschool children with a parent/caregiver. Inspire a love of 
reading that will last a lifetime. 
 
Family Paint Nights at the Library, Tuesdays, January 17, 
February 21, March 21 & April 18, 6:00pm 
Register at the branch for this fun, family event. Inspire creative 
expression through different painting techniques and explore the 
wonders of art in the Library. A small fee will be charged to cover 
the cost of supplies. A program for ages 6 and up. Registration 
required.  
 
Snowy Days Storytime, Thursday February 16, 10:30am 
Join Stacey for a fun morning filled with winter stories, 
crafts, and games. Come ready to snuggle in at the 
branch; a storytime event for preschoolers and their 
caregivers. A special snack will be provided. 

Freedom to Read Week, February 26-March 4, during open 
hours 
Have fun being rebellious at the library, get a mug shot with your 
favourite banned book, take a guess at our banned book in a jar 
and even check out one of our favourite banned books. Prizes to 
be won! Something for all ages! 
 
Teen Tech Week, March 6-11, during open hours 
Join us at the branch while we explore the wonders of 
technology. Explore our various MakerSpace kits and join us on 
Saturday March 11, 10:30am for our special 3D Printer 
Workshop! Ask our knowledgeable staff how you can make your 
very own 3D print! 
 
March Break Madness, March 13-17, during open hours  
Stop by the branch to check out our makerspace activities. We 
have a fun filled week planned with special programs happening 
every day! Contact branch staff for details. 
 
PA Day at the Library, Friday April 7, 2:00pm  
Join us at the branch as we watch Pete’s Dragon. Come ready to 
watch this amazing classic movie, great for all ages. A snack of 
popcorn and juice will be provided. 
 
3D Printer Workshop Night, Wednesday April 12, 
6:00pm  
Learn about our 3D printer, how it works, what you 
can do on it and ask our knowledgeable staff any 
questions you have about this new and innovative technology. 
Learn about Thingiverse, Tinkercad and other ways to create and 
explore the world of 3D printing. 
 
Earth Day Storytime, Saturday April 22, 10:30am  
Join Stacey for a fun filled morning, build a bird feeder from 
recycled materials and learn about different ways we can help 
protect our Earth.  

Knit For Local Needs, Wednesdays, 12:30pm 
Join our Knitting Group and help us make a difference in the 
community. We’ll be knitting for local charities and work together to 
help those in need. New members are always welcome. 
 
Preschool Storytime, every fourth Wednesday, 11:00am 
Enjoy stories, games and other fun activities! On January 25, we’ll 
have a special storytime in honour of Family Literacy Day. Visit the 
branch for information and displays celebrating this great occasion. 
A program for preschoolers and their caregivers.  
 
Movie Matinees, third Wednesday of every month, 2:00pm 
Enjoy a movie afternoon with friends! We’ll enjoy the following: 
February 15 - Fried Green Tomatoes 
March 15 - The Secret Life of Bees 
April 19 - The Remains of the Day 
Sponsored by the Friends of the South Mountain Library Resource Centre. 

 
Feng Shui Workshop, Thursday January 19, 7:00-8:30pm 
Start the New Year in a good place! Shari Martin will explain how 
to declutter and organize your home the Feng Shui way.  
Sponsored by the Friends of the South Mountain Library Resource Centre. 

 
Knitting Workshop, Saturday February 11, 10:00am-1:00pm 
Learn new techniques and knitting tips, taught by Amanda 
Schwabe. Everyone welcome. Pre-registration preferred. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the South Mountain Library Resource Centre. 

 

Freedom to Read Week, February 26-March 4, during open 
hours 
Drop-in and check out the banned books list and see how many 
you’ve read. Enter our draw for the chance to win a prize! 
 
Whodunit?, Thursday February 23, 6:00pm 
Become a detective for a night! Join us for a family board 
game evening with a mysterious twist! Play Clue, solve the 
mystery and check out our displays of new mystery books 
and DVDs.  
 

 
Teen Tech Week, March 5-11, during open hours 
Visit our cozy teen section and have fun tinkering with our 
new tablet!  
 

March Break Family Fun Evening, Thursday March 16,  
6:00-8:00pm 
Create something beautiful with the Library’s Button Maker and 
have fun with LEGO or board games. A drop-in program for all. 
 
Earth Day, Wednesday April 19, during open hours 
Visit the branch and learn about how to protect our environment. 
We’ll have information and book displays on hand. We’ll also make 
an Earth Day craft. A program for children of all ages. 
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Chess Club, Tuesday evenings, 6:30-8:00pm 
Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned pro, come out and 
enjoy a relaxing game of chess. 
 
Knitty Gritty Crafters, Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00pm 
Join the group for an evening of companionable knitting, crocheting 
and sewing. All levels of skill welcome. 
 
Coffee Club & Book Talk, Saturdays January 7, February 4, 
March 4 & April 8, 10:30am 

 Enjoy coffee and a chat about books you’ve read or 
want to read. Topics of conversation may also include 
local history, recipes, services offered by the Library, 
basic computer questions and much more… 
 

Family Literacy Day Storytime, Saturday January 28, 10:30am 
Come celebrate Family Literacy Day at the branch with stories and 
activities for preschool children with caregiver/parent. 
 
 
 
 

Freedom to Read Week - February 26-March 4, during open 
hours 
What banned books have you read? Visit the branch during 
Freedom to Read Week to check out our displays of 
banned books and participate in a quiz. 
 
Teen Tech Week, Thursday March 9, 6:00-8:00pm 
Bring a friend and use the Library’s tablet to play 
games we've downloaded onto it. Or use your own devices and 
the free Wi-Fi and challenge your friends to a game. 
 
March Break Madness: 
Scavenger Hunt in the Library, Tuesday March 14-Saturday 
March 18, during open hours 
Jigsaw Puzzle Evening, Tuesday March 14, 4:00-8:00pm  
A drop-in program for children. Puzzles should be small enough to 
be completed during program time. 
Family Night at the Library, Wednesday March 15, 6:00-
8:00pm 
 
Earth Day Storytime, Saturday April 22, 10:30am 

Chapter Chat, dates and times TBD 
Our new adult Book Club is always looking for new 
members. Stop by the branch today and pick up your 
copy of our next read. For more information on the 
Club and how to join, contact branch staff. 
 

Monday Mornings, Mondays, 10:00am 
Join us at the Winchester Branch for stories, songs and 
games. We have Dress-Up Kits, Music Kits and Literacy Kits 
available for you to play, learn and explore! Enjoy play-based 
learning in our beautiful children's section, make new friends, and 
check out our great children’s collection of books and DVDs. 
 
Family Night, Wednesdays, 5:00-7:00pm 
Wednesday night is Family Night at the Winchester Branch! Make 
use of our free WiFi, computers for homework help and resources, 
play some family board games or engage in some Minecraft in our 
Gaming Lounge. All family members welcome! 
 
MiniMakers, Thursdays, 4:00-7:00pm 
Interested in getting creative? An exciting activity awaits you every 
week as we play, learn, and discover. Explore the world through  
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math). Attend 
8 MiniMaker nights and earn a free 3D Print! Ages 
6 and older. 
 
MiniMakers @ the DYC, Tuesdays, January 10, 
February 14, March 14 & April 11, 6:00pm 
This special MiniMakers Club will be held at the 
Dundas Youth Centre. We’ll have fun with some hands-on 
activities and learn to make and create! Ages 9 and older. 
 
 

Family Literacy Day, Friday January 27, 2:00-4:00pm 
Join us for a family friendly afternoon. Stop by the branch after 
school and enjoy a story or two or make a family friendly craft. 
Check out a book on this day and enter our draw to win a prize!  
 
Free The Banned Book, February 26–March 4, during open 
hours 
Help us celebrate Freedom to Read Week! Come to the branch 
and guess the banned book for a chance to win a free 3D print. 
Clues will be revealed on Monday February 27 and all results must 
be handed in by Saturday March 4 at 2:00pm. 
 
Teen Tech Week, March 5-11, during open hours 
Hey Teens! Visit us during Teen Tech Week and try out some of 
our awesome gadgets! Test your technical skills with LEGO 
Mindstorms, view our 3D print catalogue, and watch the 3D printer 
in action! Play games on our tablet or xBox, and check out our 
awesome selection of Teen Reads.  
 
March Break – Explore the Library every day this week!: 
Storytime, Monday March 13, 10:00am  
MiniMakers, Tuesday March 14, 6:00pm 
Family Night, Wednesday March 15, 4:00pm 
Special MiniMakers Night, Thursday March 16, 4:00-7:00pm 
St. Patrick’s Day Craft, Friday March 17, 3:30pm 
Treasure Hunt, Saturday March 18, 11:00am–1:00 pm 
 
Egg Decorating, Wednesday April 12, 3:30-5:30pm 
Stop by the branch to sign up for your turn to decorate eggs. There 
is no fee for this program, but registration is required before Friday 
April 7. Each child will have the chance to paint 2 eggs, so sign up 

and join us for an eggs-cellent craft! 
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Lectures Captivantes!  

LA RUBRIQUE FRANCOPHONE 
Par Sylvie Juteau, LSA Succursale d’Alexandria 
 

On m'a demandé d'écrire sur l'art dans les bibliothèques. J'ai choisi de 
partager comment la magie s'est produite ici à Alexandria, quand nous avons 
commencé à rechercher des artistes intéressés à exposer leur travail. 
 
Au début, il fallait une sorte de persistance à la "Miss Marple".  Il devait y 
avoir des artistes dans la région, mais il semble qu'ils se cachaient dans les 
coins et recoins. Des mois d'enquête ont permis de faire émerger un petit 
groupe d'artistes qui ont exposé avec bonheur leurs oeuvres et répandu la 
joie et l'étonnement auprès de notre clientèle. 

 
La deuxième année, le mot s'est passé et plusieurs artistes se sont offert 
pour exposer leur art.  Duos et groupes d'artistes ont créé auprès de 
notre clientèle, un intérêt encore plus grand pour les événements 
"rencontre avec l'artiste", où ce dernier partage sa démarche créatrice 
avec les lecteurs. 
 
Certains de nos exposants ont créé le Collectif d'artistes de Glengarry, et 
non seulement les artistes sont maintenant ceux qui approchent la 
bibliothèque pour exposer leur art, les "rencontres avec l'artiste" sont 
maintenant des événements que la communauté, en plus de notre 
clientèle, attend avec impatience afin d'y assister.  

 
Dans l'ensemble, l'art a joué un rôle important en faisant de notre bibliothèque un carrefour où quelque chose de 
génial a commencé à se produire... à l'art de l'écriture, s'ajoute l'art visuel... meilleur "Bouillon de poulet" possible pour 
réconforter une collectivité qui a soif de beauté de de création!!! 

 
Nous vous invitons à venir faire l'expérience de la magie de l'art dans l'une de nos succursale où l'art est exposé.  
Prenez le temps de baigner dans cette atmosphère et découvrez l'influence de la beauté et de la création sur le choix 
de vos prochaines lectures! 

La magie de l’art...à la bibliothèque 

Gabrielle, Le goût du bonheur, Tome I, par Marie Laberge 
Critique de Livre par Camyle Beaudry 

 
Québec:  durant les années '30 
 
Dans ce premier tome de cette grande trilogie, nous faisons connaissance avec Gabrielle Bégin qui 

a épousé, contre la volonté de ses parents, l'homme qu'elle aime, Edward.  Entre la maison familiale 

de la Grande Allée et celle d'été de l'île d'Orléans, notre Gabrielle mène la belle vie et semble 

comblée.  Que voudrait-elle de plus?  Elle désire "maîtriser son corps et son esprit".  Vous 

découvrirez sa famille, ses enfants, Adélaïde et Florent, ses amies, ses déceptions, ses combats et 

même son petit côté rebelle. A l'arrière-plan de cette époque, les moeurs et les conventions sociales 

et surtout celles de la religion dictent bien que "nous sommes sur terre pour accomplir notre devoir 

et non pour être heureux".   

 

L'auteure prolifique qu'est Marie Laberge y aborde les thèmes de l'amour, de la persévérance, de la sexualité, du 

bonheur conjugal, de la xénophobie, du monopole économique des Anglais et même de la bataille des femmes pour le 

droit de vote.  Les sentiments de ses personnages sont décrits avec brio.  Intrigues amoureuses, pressions sociales et 

familiales, condition des femmes, menaces, trahisons, maladie, rien ne semble atteindre le courage de la famille Miller!  

Ce livre fait rire et pleurer mais ne déçoit pas.  Bonne découverte ! 
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Art Series / Exposition d’art 
January - Suzanne Irving and Margaret Szlachcinksa. Meet and 
greet Saturday January 7, 11:00am 
February - Lynne Ayers. Meet and greet Saturday February 4, 
11:00am 
March - Bird Houses! Again this year, community members are 
invited to register to have their bird house on display at the branch. 
Contact the branch for more information. 
April - Jeanne Bougie. Rencontre avec l'artiste, le samedi 
1er avril à 11h00 / Meet and greet, Saturday April 1, 11:00am 
 
Alexandria Book Club, last Tuesday of every month, 6:30pm  
Contact branch staff for titles and additional information.   
 
Stewart’s Honey, Saturday January 21, 12:30pm   
Beekeeper/Owner (also known as apiarists), Mrs. 
Margaret Stewart, will share how beekeepers are 
responsible for the health of the hives, and ensure the 
efficient production of honey and bee hive by-products, 
such as wax, pollen, candles and so much more. Mrs. 
Stewart will also talk about the ideal plants and flowers to have on 
your property in order to attract them.    
 
Dutch Koffie Uurtje, Wednesdays January 25, February 22, 
March 29 & April 26, 11:00am 
Practice your Dutch and bring your Dutch books to swap with 
others. Social time for everyone!  
 
Family Literacy Day, Friday January 27, 4:00-5:00pm 
Join us and celebrate Family Literacy Day with "15 minutes of 
fun". Learn about Barbara Reid the spokesperson for 2017!  In 
conjunction with GIAG – The Early Years Centre!  /  
Journée de l'alphabétisation, le vendredi 27 janvier, 16h00-
17h00  
Venez participer avec "15 minutes de plaisirs", en partenariat avec 
le Centre de la Petite Enfance.  La présidente honoraire de 
la Journée de l’alphabétisation familiale est Barbara 
Reid. Venez découvrir ses livres!  
  
XBoxOne!!!, February/février, during open hours 
Drop-in and play! / Passez nous voir et jouez.  
 
Valentine Cards for Veterans, February 4, 10:00am-2:00pm 
Everyone is welcome to drop in and craft a feel good card for a 
Veteran. (bilingue)  
 
Club de lecture d'Alexandria, les lundis 6 février, 6 mars et 3 
avril à 18h30  
Communiquez avec nous pour connaître le titre du mois.  
  
Transfert d’image (napkins) sur cotton, le mercredi 8 février à 
19h00 
Inscriptions avant le 25 janvier. Coût: 7$ (sac de cotton de qualité, 
images, applicateurs et fixatif). 

Freedom to Read!, February 26-March 4, during open hours 
Come in to see what books were banned, when and why. You’ll 
be surprised!! Check one out and fill out a ballot for a chance to 
win a prize. Refreshments will be provided. 
  
Teen Tech Week, March 5 -11, during open hours 
Drop in and choose from our many 30 minute 3D prints. First 30 
minute print is free for all teens.  
  
March Break Madness, during open hours: 
LEGO Mindstorms, Monday March 13 & Tuesday March 14 
Button Maker, Wednesday March 15 & Thursday March 16 
Board Games, Friday March 17 & Saturday March 18  
 
CELA Education Month, April, during open hours   
Stop by the branch and discover our display of what the Center for 
Equitable Library Access (CELA) has to offer. The public library 
has services for Canadians with print disabilities. You will be 
surprised by what you will learn, and may realize that someone 
you know could benefit from the alternative reading formats.  
Join Darlene on Thursday April 27, 4:00pm and 7:00pm to learn 
more and answer your questions on this great service.  
  
LEGO Mindstorms Madness!, Tuesdays, April 4, 11, 18 & 25, 
6:30-7:30pm 
Build a LEGO Mindstorms robot from scratch and then program it. 
For kids between 8-16 years old. Bilingue. 
  
Author Visit - Lorne Elliott, Wednesday April 5, 6:00pm  
A Canadian comedian, musician, author, and award-winning 
playwright will be visiting the branch and speaking about his 
works.  
  
Local Author Henri de Souza, Thursday April 20, 6:30pm  
"The Diamond Arrow" series is an action-
adventure, fantasy series, primarily geared 
towards young readers. Join us this evening as 
we find out more about the author and his writing 
process. 
  
Earth Day Program, Friday April 21, 4:00pm   
Patrick from RARE will be giving a talk about what goes on at the 
recycling plant in Alexandria. What happens to pop bottles? 
Where does all that stuff go? All your questions will be answered! 
Let's recycle and keep our Earth clean! Everyone is invited. A 
bilingual program.  
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LEGO Club, Saturdays, 11:00am-1:30pm (excluding other 
program days)  
School age kids are welcome to drop in with parents or 
caregivers to imagine, play and create with our LEGO collection. 
Check out our selection of LEGO books and movies too. 
 
Family Literacy Day – Create with Clay Like Barbara Reid, 
Friday January 27, 3:00-5:00pm  
Highlighting Barbara Reid, Canadian author/illustrator and 
honorary chair of Family Literacy Day, this parent and child 
interactive activity invites you to read a selection from our book 
display and create a clay illustration to go with your story. Take 
your work home or display it in the branch. Materials supplied. 

 
Essential Oils, Saturday February 4, 11:00am-
12:30pm  
Does a lingering cold or the winter blahs have you 
down? Join JoAnne Gauthier to learn about essential 
oils and how we can use them to combat those winter 
bugs, the blahs and other common ailments. 
 

World Read Aloud Day, Thursday February 16, during open 
hours 
All ages are invited to come into the branch and read aloud to a 
child, friend or Library staff. Participants may enter a draw to win 
an Amazon gift certificate. 
 
Freedom to Read – Get Caught Reading a Banned Book, 
February 26-March 4, during open hours 
Check out a book from our banned and challenged book display 
and get your mug shot taken at our line-up back drop. Photos 
may be posted on social media with permission. A program for all 
ages. 
 
Everything Syrup - Maple Madness, Saturday March 4, 
11:00am-2:30pm  
Is there anything more Canadian than maple syrup? Join local 
syrup producers from the St. Pierre Sugar Camp to learn about 
the history and the production of turning sap into syrup. See 
different spiles used over the years and about the various health 
benefits of syrup. Receive a sweet treat and syrup recipes. 
 

Teen Tech - Minecraft, Wednesday March 8, during open 
hours  
Teens and tweens are invited to try Minecraft on our Xbox. If 
Minecraft isn’t for you, use our iPad, computers or your own 
device to check out our great digital resources.  
 
Cairn View Book Club, Third Thursday of the month, 6:30pm  
Our book club resumes on March 16, 6:30pm. Join us for a great 
read and discussion of the book All the Light We Cannot See by 
Anthony Doerr. The books for the 2017 season will be chosen by 
the club members at the March meeting. Call the branch to 
reserve a copy and for details. 
 
March Break Minecraft, Tuesday March 14, during open 
hours  
School age kids are invited to try out Minecraft on the Xbox One. 
Check out the Minecraft inspired book display, colouring and 
activity pages too. 
 
Author Visit - Lorne Elliott, Wednesday April 5, 3:00–6:00pm 
To help you get ready for beach season, work your abs 
with a few belly laughs as famous Canadian comedian 
and author, Lorne Elliott reads selections from his latest 
book Beach Reading. Refreshments and towels will be 
available. 
 
Earth Day, Saturday April 22, during open hours 
All ages are invited to come in and plant Calendula flower seeds 
in recycled containers provided. Calendula flowers give 6 months 
of blooms. Free herbal/medicinal information page. Milk weed 
seeds will also be available to plant or scatter. Milkweed plants 
provide a food supply for the dwindling number of Monarch 
butterflies in our area. 
 
 

After School Club, Tuesdays, 4:30pm  
Join us on Tuesdays for a variety of activities including LEGO, 
Minecraft, and STEAM. 
 
Tots Time with Emily, Wednesdays January 18, February 15 
& March 15, 10:30am  
Children ages 5 and under are invited to join us for a story and 
songs. 
 
‘Tween Book Club, Thursdays, January 26, February 23, 
March 30 & April 27, 4:30pm  
A book club geared for 9 to 12 year olds. Join us for activities, 
book discussion and fun! Please call to reserve your book. 
January – Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by 
Ransom Riggs 
February – A Snicker Of Magic by 
Natalie Lloyd 
March – Mr. Lemoncello's Library 
Olympics by Chris Grabenstein 
April – Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher's Stone by J.K. Rowling  

Adult Book Club, Thursdays, January 26, February 23, March 
30 & April 27, 6:30pm  
Come along to discuss our book of the month. New members are 
always welcome! Please call the branch to request your copy. 
January - The Thread by Victoria Hislop 
February - Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 
March - Escape from Mr. Lemoncello's Library by Chris 
Grabenstein 
April - Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel  
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Book Club Chatter: Alexandria Book Club 

Tot-time, Wednesdays, January 11, February 8 & March 8, 
10:45-11:15am  
Preschoolers and their adult caregivers are invited to 
get together for stories, songs, rhymes, activities, and 
social time. 
 
Raisin River Reads, Wednesdays, January 25, February 22, 
March 29 & April 26, 10:30am  
The Book Club promises to be lively, entertaining, informative, and 
provide many laughs. 
 
Design a Button, January 26-February 2 & March 9-21, during 
open hours 
Come to the branch to try our Button Maker and design your own 
buttons. All ages welcome. 

March Breakaway, Wednesday March 15, 10:30-11:30am 
Creative activities, fun and games. Pre-registration required. A 
program for children 6 years and older. 
 
Finding Your Ancestors @ the Library, Wednesday April 5, 
10:30-11:30am  
An overview of the resources available at the Library including an 
introduction to Ancestry.ca – Library Edition. Bring your own laptop 
or device and follow along. Pre-registration required. 

By Valerie Nicholls 
 

Welcome to the Book Club at the Alexandria Branch!  
 
Step into the shoes of the mother of an autistic teen accused of murder, as well as those of his lawyer, brother and others, 
and see the mystery play out from multiple points of view. Consider what birthdates and hockey player success have to do 
with one another. Experience war through the eyes of a German adolescent who becomes friends with the Jew hidden in 
her home. Or, join a brilliant boy with narcolepsy as he uses his ingenuity to overcome being ostracized and bullied and to 
save his orphanage from closure.* 
 
These are just some of the experiences that the 
Alexandria Book Club members have had recently. 
You too can have similar journeys and adventures, 
and their telling will provide you drama, mystery, 
romance, comedy, and more. Or perhaps it will be a 
non-fiction selection challenging our assumptions 
with a science-based story.  
 
Possibly as importantly as the reading itself, as 
contemporary science fiction writer Vera Nazarian 
has said, “Whenever you read a good book, 
somewhere in the world a door opens to allow in 
more light.” Members often remark how our reading 
and discussing our monthly selection stretch us. 
Indeed, it’s an interesting opportunity, and yes, 
enlightening, to see the myriad ways in which members experienced and interpreted the month’s book. 
 
Each monthly selection typically generates comments on the book’s merits, and its surprises and disappointments. 
Reactions are also typically as diverse as the people coming together around the meeting table, and the corresponding 
diversity of our personalities, plus work, family, and life influences. The group might finish a discussion anywhere on a 
spectrum from unanimity to complete disagreement. No matter, thoughts and opinions are all respectfully offered and 
received, and shared laughter is never in short supply. In other words, our book club is fun! 
 
So, if you can come out for an hour at 6:30pm on the last Tuesday of the month, January to November, why not give our 
book club a try? Advantages include that members have the opportunity to place titles on the future selection list; we are 
kept organized and updated by email on upcoming titles and special activities like author visits; and, there is always room 
at the table for one more – even if you can only attend occasionally. We would love to have you.  
 
Contact the Alexandria Branch to provide your Library information and staff will request a copy of the month ’s selection for 
you, as well as let you know when it is ready for pickup. Then, read, attend, discuss – and repeat! 
 
*Previous book club selections referenced in the first paragraph are: House Rules, by Jodi Picoult; The Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell; 

The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak; and The Extraordinary Education of Nicholas Benedict, by Trenton Lee Stewart. 
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Great Reads! 
A Darker Shade of Magic By V.E. (Victoria) Schwab 
Book review by Jennifer Harper, LSA, Chesterville Branch 

 
I grew up on a steady diet of fantasy and old-school science fiction, from Michael Moorcock to 
Roger Zelazny, Elizabeth A. Lynn to Joan D. Vinge, but A Darker Shade of Magic is, without 
doubt, the best fantasy novel I’ve read in decades. This is not a fast read. Trust me, you’ll 
want to savour every word, every nuance of Schwab’s brilliantly created world and the trials 
and tribulations of her equally brilliant and complex characters. 
 
This is the story of Kell, a magician who can travel between alternate Londons—White, Red, 
and Grey. Kell is an ambassador of the Maresh empire, adopted son of the King and Queen 
of Red London, entrusted to carry messages from one London to the next. Once, when there 
was magic to be found everywhere, travel between the dimensions was something many 
could carry out, but the fall of Black London into evil and chaos changed everything and the 
doors between the worlds were closed. Now only the Antari can travel between the 
dimensions, and Kell and Holland, a messenger in servitude to the power-hungry rulers of 
White London, are the only two of their kind left. 
 
Or are they? 
 
This is equally the story of Lila Bard, cutpurse of Grey London. Lila longs for adventure and 
freedom from the poverty that has dogged her entire life. Her possessions are few and mostly 

stolen—a cape, top hat, mask, revolver, knives, pocket watch, and a map to anywhere (or nowhere). In her heart, she knows 
what she is - a pirate. But she’s a pirate without a ship, and she’s going to have to pick a lot of pockets to get one. When she 
picks Kell’s pocket, everything in Lila’s life changes, and not necessarily for the better. 
 
Kell soon learns that nothing is as it seems and everyone wears a mask, their motivations hidden and dangerous. The 
artifact from Black London that has fallen into his hands calls to him, twisting and perverting his magic. He knows he must 
destroy it, but the only way to do that is to return it to the place it came from, and no one had been to Black London in three 
hundred years. There are others who want the artifact, who quest for its power, and their intentions are not noble. Kell knows 
he is the only one that can save the remaining Londons and Lila insists on helping him, finally embarking on the adventure 
she has longed for her whole life. 
 
With more twists and turns than a mountain road, this story will propel you along, heart pounding in your chest, fists 
clenched, guts churning as Kell and Lila race against time and enemies, both known and unknown. 
 
If you love fantasy with complex worlds, keep-you-guessing plots, and characters that you will come to know and love as  
intimately as our own family, then A Darker Shade of Magic is the book for you. Enjoy! 

Final Event 
Couldn’t join us for our final event this year? Check out these pictures from that evening. 
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LIBRARY CONTACT INFORMATION & BRANCHES 

Thank you to everyone for their generous support of our 2016 “Food for Fines” campaign! 
Over 1,350 items were collected this year. 

New Titles on 
We’re pleased to be offering more eMagazines in 2017. Here are some of the new titles coming soon. 

Find out more at http://www.sdglibrary.ca/digital-magazines 


