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With so much attention being given to the 

worst parts of this pandemic, the SDG 

Library has been working to provide an 

escape from all this worldwide worry.  

While our physical spaces might be closed, 

our web presence is stronger than ever! Our 

website and social media presence has 

always served as a 24hr branch that never 

closes – these days, this branch of ours is 

seeing more traffic than ever before. 

Library staff across the system have come 

together to collaborate and provide 

interesting activities to keep folks busy, 

engaged and connected to their Library 

during this time. Time spent researching 

and developing various ways to connect 

with our patrons has been a daily focus. 
From fun ‘At Home Challenges’ to our 

weekly ‘Maker Minute’, we aim to engage 

individuals of all ages. We strive to offer 

moments of levity and some distraction from 

the reality of this global pandemic. 

We miss our patrons. We miss seeing you and helping you 

find your next great read. We miss our discussions about 

books, movies, and life. We miss seeing your children at 

storytime and assisting you with the use of our public 

computer stations. While we miss our branches, we miss the 

people that fill these spaces the most. We can only hope that 

it won’t be too long before we see each other again. Until 

then, we’ll continue to work hard at finding ways to reach out 

to you during this difficult time. Although so much has 

changed, one thing remains true – we’re still here for you!  

We’re Still Here for You! 
By Jenna Lamarche, District Supervisor for Chesterville, Crysler, Finch, South Mountain & Winchester Branches 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Page 2     NAVIGATOR FLASH | MAY 2020 sdglibrary.ca 



This autobiography came to my attention during the promotions for CBC Canada 

Reads 2020. Canadian country musician, George Canyon had selected From the 

Ashes by Jesse Thistle to defend in the competition. When I heard Jesse Thistle 

discussing his book on CBC, I was hooked by his honesty and humility - I promptly 

ordered the eBook using cloudLibrary!   

To say that Jesse Thistle had lived a hard life is an understatement.  Jesse and his 

two brothers were Métis-Cree and descendants of Saskatchewan’s Michif “road 

allowance” people. The brothers were  abandoned by their parents and placed in the 

foster-care system.  They later joined their paternal grandparents in Brampton. After 

being kicked out of his grandparent’s home as a young teen and struggling with the 

loss of his cultural identity and heritage, Jesse’s life spiraled into drug and alcohol 

addiction, crime and homelessness in Toronto, Vancouver and Ottawa.  

This moving memoir is written in a matter-of-fact, honest and conversational style 

where Jesse tells his story taking responsibility for the situation he ended up in. The 

storytelling in this book brought me to places in Toronto, Vancouver and Ottawa 

where I have never gone, only heard about. As the 

book progressed, I tried to read this memoir without 

judging Jesse because of the early trauma, 

prejudice and racism he had endured. Jesse does 

not write himself as a hero but as a man with hope 

as he battles back to his indigenous culture, family 

and humanity.   

The CBC Canada Reads 2020 competition was 

postponed in March due to the COVID-19 

pandemic but when the five books and their 

defenders reconvene, I will be cheering for Jesse 

Thistle’s book From the Ashes. If you have a 

chance, check out the competition when it does air 

on CBC. 

BOOK REVIEW 
From the Ashes by Jesse Thistle 
By Donna McMillan, LSA, Williamstown Branch 



LIBRARY NEWS 
Meet Rose DeKleine 
Library Services Assistant 
Winchester Branch 

Q: How long have you been with the SDG Library? 

A: This is my 11th year with SDG Library. I have been an 

 LSA at the Winchester Branch for the last five years. 

 Prior to that I was a CSA, a call-in, serving the Dundas 

 County branches. 

 

Q: What do you love most about working at the Library? 

A: I enjoy all the work; from the circulation desk duties, to 

shelving the books, and providing library services such 

as printing and faxing. I love seeing all the kids coming 

into the Library for storytime and class visits and reading 

them stories. I really like doing Library Outreach to 

Dundas Manor and visiting with the residents and 

providing them with books each month. But, if I had to 

choose one thing, it would be making connections with 

the patrons who regularly come into the branch. I love 

getting to know them, and their interests and stories. I 

love the excitement on their faces when a book they 

have been waiting for is in at the branch. 

 

Q: If you could tell people one thing about the SDG Library, 

what would it be? 

A: I would tell them that every branch in SDG is just one 

fifteenth of the ‘whole’ Library. We share the entire SDG 

Library among the 15 branches; the books, DVDs, 

magazines, museum passes, the mobile hotspots. If the 

patron would like an item and it is available in another 

branch, we can have it in our branch for our patrons in 

just a few short days, thanks to our wonderful courier 

system. I am so grateful to be part of such a great team 

of staff in all these 15 branches, working together to 

provide our patrons access to such a large and current 

library collection. 

 

Q:  What are you reading right now? 

A: I have just finished the book The Winemaker’s Wife by 

Kristin Harmel. It was a great read, filled with shocking 

family secrets and the consequences of choices made. 

The book’s setting is the Champagne wine-making 

region of northern France during the first few years of 

World War II. Although the book is historical fiction, it 

was filled with interesting facts of that region and of the 

horrors of the war. It has cultivated a desire to read 

more books set in Europe during the second world war, 

so my next read will be the The Tattooist of Auschwitz 

by Heather Morris. 

ROSE 

               yourcloudlibrary.com 



LIBRARY PROGRAMS - VIRTUAL 

Library at Home - Weekly Challenge 

Mondays | 11:30am 

Take part in a quick and fun challenge that 

will have you trying new things, using your 

imagination or getting creative. A new 

activity is released each week. 

sdglibrary.ca/daily-challenge    

Fun for everyone of all ages!  

 

Virtual Storytimes 

Wednesdays | 10:30am 

Don’t miss out on Library storytimes! Your 

favourite staff are putting together videos of 

fun stories and activities to access from 

home. Access through our Facebook page. 

Please note, some videos are only available 

for a limited time. 

sdglibrary.ca/virtual-storytimes 

Children ages 3-6 with a caregiver. 

 

 

 

Maker Minute 

Fridays | 3:00pm 

We’re bringing the MakerLab experience to 

your home! Each week, we’ll post a new 

project that lets you explore by doing. All 

activities will use common, everyday items.  

sdglibrary.ca/maker-minute 

Fun for everyone of all ages!  

 

SDG Stay-At-Home Book Club 

Join us for our first virtual book club. Read 

the book, connect with our Facebook group 

and participate in the conversation.  

sdglibrary.ca/virtual-book-club 

Adults. 

 

Library at Home - Mother’s Day Craft 

Saturday, May 2 | 10:00am 

Find out how to make a pop-up card to show 

your mom how much you care! Instructions 

provided online starting Saturday, May 2.   

sdglibrary.ca/create 

All ages.  

 

Library at Home - DIY Flower Bouquet 

Saturday, May 9 | 10:00am 

Bring a little spring into your home with the 

MakerLab’s paper hyacinth project. All you 

need is coloured paper, scissors, a knitting 

needle and some glue! Instructions provided 

online starting Saturday, May 9. 

sdglibrary.ca/create 

Teens & adults. 

 

Library at Home - Wood Round Owl 

Saturday, May 16 | 10:00am 

Get crafty putting together this cute little 

character! Follow the steps to create a rustic 

owl to add to your décor. Instructions 

provided online starting Saturday, May 16.  

sdglibrary.ca/create 

Teens & adults. 

 

There is nothing that our staff misses more than being able 

to connect with patrons! One way in which we are bridging 

the gap is with the introduction of Virtual Storytimes. 

Every week, we will do our best to present you with a new 

video storytime posted on Facebook. Our staff are hard at 

work behind the scenes preparing readings and activities 

that you can enjoy safely from home.  

Our first virtual storytime highlighted TumbleBooks, a 

resource that has been made available during this difficult 

time to all libraries for free. It is a fantastic resource to 

engage young readers, as text is highlighted while the 

narrator reads. It encourages young and new readers to 

follow along, building their literacy skills every time. The 

addition of fun animations makes much-loved classics, like 

The Paper Bag Princess, fresh and entertaining. 

We do our best to select stories for you and your loved 

ones that can be accessed through our online resources 

currently available. Just like being at an in-person 

storytime, when you find a story you love, there is an 

opportunity to keep enjoying the book through resources 

like cloudLibrary and TumbleBooks.  

We are thrilled to launch this project, and hope that you will 

join us on Wednesday mornings as we introduce you to our 

staff and share some stories. Don’t forget to join in the 

conversation on Facebook and share photos of all the fun 

you are having with SDG Library at Home! 

#SDGLibraryAtHome 

Virtual Storytimes 
by Lorna Platts, Temporary District Supervisor for Ingleside, Iroquois, Long Sault, Morrisburg and Williamsburg Branches 

Our branches may be closed, but your SDG Library staff are still working hard to provide engaging programs you can take 

part in at home. Take a look at what we have happening this May! Join in on any of the activities below and then share your 

experiences with us on social media.  

http://www.sdglibrary.ca/daily-challenge
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-storytimes
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/maker-minute
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-book-club
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/create
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/create
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/create
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We do not want to let social distancing get in the way of 

good books, interesting discussions, and great connections!  

Technology makes it easy to connect with one another, and 

the internet has allowed new book clubs to form, despite 

self-isolation and lockdowns. 

Creating digital spaces for people to connect is more 

prevalent now than ever before. Engaging people online in 

this time of extended isolation helps us to maintain 

connections with current SDG Library patrons and to 

encourage new ones. Book club groups can be a safe 

space for interested people to engage online for 

discussions, sharing ideas, and simply to escape for a 

while. It’s an opportunity for people who cannot physically 

get to a book club meeting, in a branch or elsewhere, to 

participate virtually from the comfort of their own home. The 

group acts as an open forum to discuss what you’ve read, 

why you found it interesting or the reason you didn’t find it 

interesting! 

 

 

We are excited to be launching our first virtual book club, 

the ‘SDG Stay-at-Home Book Club’. And even more excited 

to announce the first selection to read, The Great Alone by 

Kristin Hannah.  

This story is an unforgettable portrait of human frailty and 

resilience. Throughout the novel, Kristin Hannah reveals the 

spirit of Alaska - a place of incomparable beauty and 

danger. The Great Alone is a daring, beautiful, stay-up-all-

night story about love and loss, the fight for survival, and the 

wildness that lives in both humans and nature. 

As part of our virtual book club, you can take part in our 

weekly polls, daily challenges and links to other Library 

resources through our Facebook group. 

From there, we hope that discussions will naturally occur 

and offer enough varying perspectives and viewpoints to 

make things compelling and interesting. Books can enrich 

our lives in many ways. They can help us unwind and 

recharge, providing strength and encouragement during 

difficult times. Let’s do this together!  

#sdgstayathomebookclub 

by Darlene Atkins, District Supervisor for Alexandria, Avonmore, Lancaster, Maxville, and Williamstown Branches 
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Your SDG Library at Home 
by Susan Wallwork, Community Librarian 

This last month and a half has taught me a lot - patience, flexibility, 

persistence - but it’s also shown me how resourceful individuals can 

be when the going gets tough. 

In a public library setting the resourcefulness of staff couldn’t be 

more obvious. As the COVID-19 situation evolved, sometimes 

changing by the hour, public library staff responded quickly, looking 

for ways to bring important information services to our communities 

at home. As we were being told to stay home, the SDG Library 

shifted our focus to providing our resources to you at home.  

The good news is that we are well set up to do this - the Library 

already offers a combination of in branch and online resources. We 

are able to handle online membership requests and provide access 

to digital books, magazines and newspapers. We subscribe to a 

number of research databases and learning resources, including 

Lynda.com, a collection of training courses to help achieve personal 

and professional goals.  

But Library staff are extremely good at providing information, and 

the status quo would not be enough - not when there is more we 

can do! It has become our job - no, our responsibility - to connect 

our residents with the best information resources we can. We have 

made sure our digital book collections are robust, adding new titles 

to ensure there is something there for everyone. We have compiled 

links to new, reputable resources that are opening up their services 

during this difficult time. We continue to provide personalized 

support for accessing our tools and services - we’re just a phone 

call or email away.  

We’re working hard to spread the word about what is available 

through the Library while we’re all doing our best to stay still. And, 

whenever you’re missing your Library connection, jump online and 

explore some of the ways we’re bringing your Library to you! 

 

Connect. Create. Explore. with us at  

sdglibrary.ca/your-library-home 

http://www.sdglibrary.ca/your-library-home

