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Explore Your Story 
By Cheryl Servais, District Supervisor for Ingleside, Iroquois, Long Sault, Morrisburg and Williamsburg 

Explore the unique history of your family with Ancestry 

Library Edition, right from the comfort of your home! Until at 

least December 31, ProQuest and Ancestry are offering 

library patrons access to this great resource from home.   

Answers await whether you are experienced with 

genealogical research or are just beginning your journey.  

With Ancestry Library Edition, you will be able to access 

censuses, vital records, immigration records, family histories, 

military records, court and legal documents, directories, 

photos, maps, and more. This database offers access to 

records from around the world including Canada, the United 

States, and United Kingdom. 

Ancestry Library Edition is usually only available in-branch, 

but for this limited time, you can get access anywhere with 

your Library card. This is a great opportunity to begin or 

continue the search to uncover the missing pieces of your 

family’s story. Who will you find? 

For more information on how to access Ancestry Library 

Edition from home, visit our website at sdglibrary.ca/

aleremote. 

If you are interested in learning more about how to access 

and use Ancestry Library Edition, join us online at our “Intro 

to Ancestry” workshop on Thursday, November 19 at 

7:00pm. We will review features of the database, the types 

of resources available, and searching tips and tricks to help 

get you on your journey of discovery. We hope to see you 

there! 

Space is limited for the workshop. Please register at 

programs@sdglibrary.ca.  

Coming Soon... 

Curriculum Kits, carefully prepared to help you with all your schooling needs. Designed to support both homeschooling efforts 

and in-school learning, these kits will supplement your child’s learning resources. Watch for them in your branch soon. 

http://www.sdglibrary.ca/aleremote
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/aleremote


Remembrance Day, November 11th in Canada and many other countries 

around the world, commemorates the end of the First World War in 1918 "at the 

11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month". It is a day when we pause to think 

about, remember, and thank all who have served and sacrificed in wars for our 

country to give us the freedom and prosperity we have in Canada. How will you 

remember?   

When I visited Britain a few years ago, it was apparent that the memory and 

sufferings of WWI and WWII seemed so much closer and real there, than in 

Canada. The battles, bombings, shelters, rationing, hunger, and deaths were 

closer memories. For many Canadians born during more peaceful times, war is 

something we have only seen on TV or have read about, with little emotional 

attachment. But in 1914–1918 and in 1939–1945, Canadian women and men 

courageously participated because they believed that their Canadian ideals, 

rights, and values were being threatened. They went, fought, and died for 

freedom and peace for Canada, for us. We must remember, individually, 

collectively, and nationally; if not, the sacrifices of all those lives will be 

meaningless. That should never happen.   

In 1939, King George VI unveiled the National War Memorial in Ottawa. During 

his speech, King George said, “Without freedom there can be no enduring 

peace and without peace no enduring freedom.” Freedom, whether human 

rights or political, comes with a price and tragically, we know who has paid the 

price. The National War Memorial has since been rededicated to recognize all 

Canadians who served in the past, who serve today and will in the future. In all 

of this, we must also acknowledge our responsibility to work for peace and 

freedom and recognize the dangers of failing to remember what was sacrificed.  

This year, COVID-19 will no doubt change traditional Remembrance Day 

services, ceremonies and parades. On November 11th, 2020, how will you 

remember? Please proudly wear a poppy, maybe read In Flanders Fields, take 

time to remember and honour the courage and sacrifice of those who have 

served to make our freedoms and peace possible. “At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning, we will remember them.” 

The SDG Library is proud to offer a vast collection of non-fiction and fiction 

books on war, with the strategies, history, and human stories around it. Access 

them all at sdglibrary.bibliocommons.com.  

 

How Will You Remember? 
by Donna McMillan, LSA, Williamstown Branch 

Sources: 

King George quote 

For the Fallen, a poem written by Laurence Binyon  

Canada's Wars: An Illustrated History. Webb, Jonathan  

The Lion's Club: Canada and the Great War. MacMillan, Margaret  

http://www.sdglibrary.bibliocommons.com
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/edu/ViewLoitDa.do;jsessionid=B25295280E6A99A545DBDFA07A9C2961?method=preview&lang=EN&id=25941
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/laurence-binyon-for-the-fallen.htm
https://sdglibrary.bibliocommons.com/item/show/118730167
file:///C:/Users/Don%20&%20Wayne/Documents/LIBRARY/NAVIGATOR/Webb,%20Jonathan
https://sdglibrary.bibliocommons.com/item/show/272098167
https://sdglibrary.bibliocommons.com/search?q=MacMillan%2C+Margaret&search_category=author&t=author


To NaNo or Not to NaNo - What a Silly Question! 
by Jennifer Harper, LSA, Chesterville Branch 

All of you reading this are probably wondering what exactly NaNo is. I’m 

about to clear up that mystery. NaNo is short for NaNoWriMo, which is 

short for National Novel Writing Month. Clear as mud, right? 

  

Taken directly from their website, “National Novel Writing Month 

(NaNoWriMo) is a fun, seat-of-your-pants approach to creative writing”. In a 

nutshell, it is a challenge to all writers to harness their inner John Steinbeck 

and create a 50,000-word masterpiece from November 1-30. Yes, that’s 

thirty days, one month, of pounding the keyboard. 

 

Okay, realistically, you’re probably not going to create a masterpiece, but 

as every writer knows, less-than-stellar first drafts are as common as feathers on a duck and nothing to be ashamed of. 

Once the words are down on paper, a little editing will polish them to a gleam - but you can’t polish what you haven’t written. 

NaNoWriMo gives you the push and support you need to get it done. 

 

How do you NaNo? Easy. Sign up at nanowrimo.org. Here you will find a plethora of resources to help you get started, 

including the incredible ‘NaNoPrep 101’ course that will guide you through plot development, character creation, world 

building and so much more. Whether you write poetry, memoirs, fiction or are crafting a self-help book, NaNo is there for 

you. Can’t come up with a plot? Go to the ‘Borrow a Plot’ forum. Need a villain? Borrow one. Need a name for your main 

character but can’t come up with anything more exciting than John Smith? There’s a forum for that! 

 

NaNo is virtual this year, and will feature scheduled online write-ins, giving you a chance to work on your Great Canadian 

Novel (or your grandmother’s autobiography or your COVID Poetry) in the virtual company of other struggling writers. You 

are not doing this alone! People of all ages from all over the world are sitting down at their computers or with their notebooks 

doing what you are - creating!  

 

Pep talks from famous writers will spur you when you lag, and if you join a region, your ML (that’s Municipal Liaison in NaNo  

talk) will be there to poke, prod, and virtually guide you to the finish line. Even if you don’t make 50,000 words, you have not 

failed. You have brought 4,000, or 10,000, or 20,000 words into the light of day that weren’t there before. 

 

I have partaken in NaNo since 2007, with some successes and some failures along the way, but I come back to it year after 

year because of the support and enthusiasm of my fellow writers. The goal of NaNo is to get you to turn off the inner editor 

(you know, the one that has you endlessly re-writing that first chapter in a quest for perfection) and just get the words down. 

The ‘Now What’ months of January and February are for polishing and editing, and the NaNo community is there to help you 

with that as well. ‘Camp NaNo’, offered in the spring and fall, provides additional motivation. 

 

So, won’t you join me on this crazy adventure? We’re hosting four separate virtual NaNo sessions that you won’t want to 

miss out on! Take part in one, or all, of these sessions to get your creative juices flowing. And make sure to stock up on 

coffee, chocolate, and frozen pizzas (because you won’t have time to cook!) to get you through November. After that, your 

task is simple: Ready! Set! Write! 

 

Monday, November 2 | 6:30-7:30pm - Intro to NaNo - Let the Quest Begin! 

Saturday, November 14 | 1:15-2:15pm - NaNo Write In - Half-Way There! 

Saturday, November 28 | 1:15-2:15pm - NaNo Write In - The Finish Line is in Sight! 

Saturday, December 5 | 1:15-2:15pm - NaNo Wrap Up Celebration! 

sdglibrary.ca/virtual-programs-nanowrimo 
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https://nanowrimo.org
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-programs-nanowrimo


LIBRARY PROGRAMS - VIRTUAL 

SDG Stay-At-Home Book Club 

Be a part of our virtual book club! A new title 

each month. Great reads, great discussions 

and great fun! 

sdglibrary.ca/virtual-book-club 

Adults. 
 

NaNoWriMo 

Intro - Monday, November 2 | 6:30pm 

Write In - Saturdays, November 14 & 28 | 

1:15pm 

Wrap Up - Saturday, December 5 | 1:15pm 

November is National Novel Writing Month! 

Your mission, should you choose to accept it, 

is to write 50,000 words in 30 days. If you find 

this idea overwhelming, don’t worry - we’re 

here to facilitate you and set you up for 

success! Registration is required - please 

register by emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca. 

Adults. 
 

The Memory Project - Veteran Stories 

Monday, November 9 | 4:00pm 

Meet veteran Charles Merredew and learn 

more about his experience during the Cold 

War while serving in the Army and Air Force. 

Registration is required - please register by 

emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca. 

Adults and teens. 

 

Intro to Ancestry Library Edition 

Thursday, November 19 | 7:00pm 

Learn how to explore your family history 

using Ancestry Library Edition. Registration is 

required - please register by emailing 

programs@sdglibrary.ca. 

Adults. 

 

BiblioCore Tips and Tricks 

Tuesday, November 24 | 7:00pm 

Our new catalogue can take your library 

experience to the next level! Learn the best 

tips and tricks for using this tool in this 

workshop. Registration is required - please 

register by emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca. 

Adults. 
 

Library at Home - Get Ready for the 

Holidays 

Tuesdays, November 24-December 15 

10:00am 

Fun and easy holiday themed crafts and 

recipes to get everyone into the holiday spirit. 

New holiday ideas will be posted online each 

week on Tuesdays at 10:00am. 

sdglibrary.ca/virtual-programs-holidays 

All ages.  
 

Candy Chemistry 
A MakerLab program in partnership with  

Scientists in School 
Thursday, December 3 | 6:30pm 

Discover the surprising science hiding in a 

bag of Skittles. A hands-on virtual STEM 

workshop. Space is limited. Registration 

deadline is Friday, November 27. For more 

information or to register, email 

programs@sdglibrary.ca. 

Ages 4-12 years old. 

 

 

 

 

Library at Home - Festive Family Fun!

Saturday, December 5 | 10:00am 

Let Christine and Robyn help you get festive 

this holiday season with some family-friendly 

crafts, snacks and activities. Ideas will be 

posted online starting Saturday, December 5. 

sdglibrary.ca/virtual-programs-festive 

All ages.  

 

Christmas Craft 

Tuesday, December 8 | 6:30pm 

As the holiday season gets closer, join us for 

a unique crafting experience as we make 

three gift crafts for the special people in your 

life. We’ll have a merry time with local crafter, 

Marielle. Registration is required - please 

register by emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca. 

Ages 6-12 years old. 
 

Author Visit - Ted and Will Staunton 

Thursday, December 10 | 6:30pm 

Meet (virtually) the father-son authors of “It 

Seemed Like a Good Idea…” Learn about 

Canadian feats, facts and flubs, as the 

authors host a fun Canadian trivia game. 

Prizes will be awarded! Space is limited and 

registration is required - please register by 

emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca. 

Ages 10 and up.  

 
 

We’ve got some great programs to keep you busy this November and December. All programs are virtual - take part from the 

comfort of your own home! A lot of our programs are live on Zoom, but space is limited - please make sure to register for 

programs to receive the connection details. Email programs@sdglibrary.ca to register. 

Page 5     NAVIGATOR FLASH | NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 sdglibrary.ca 

We’ve taken one more step towards bringing back culture, joy and happiness within our Library 

walls! Our art series are back at Alexandria Branch! Yvonne Callaway will be showcasing her 

work throughout November and Teresa Valois will be exhibiting during December and January. 

Watch for other branches adding local art back to their walls soon, too!  

Art is Back! 

http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-book-club
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-programs-holidays
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-programs-festive


MEET THE STAFF 

Q: Tell us about what you do for the SDG Library. 

A: I’m the Systems Librarian, which is a new position here at 

SDG Library. It includes the work from our former Systems 

Support Coordinator like supervising the Technical Services 

team and managing systems related issues, but with some 

additional librarianship duties. I’ve only been here a short 

time so I’m still getting to know our systems, there’s a lot to 

learn and every branch has its own unique set of 

requirements. Luckily there is a great technical services 

team and IT department at the SDG Counties and everyone 

has been very helpful! 

Q: How long have you been with the SDG Library? 

A: I’ve been here since late August of this year, so only a few 

months. It has been a little strange to move and start a new 

job during the pandemic but so far so good! 

Q: What do you love most about working at the Library? 

A: Well, it will sound pretty nerdy, but I really do enjoy a 

technical challenge. The great thing about this field is there 

is always new technology/systems to learn and I love 

solving techy puzzles when they come up. That being said, 

I’m still new so I don’t have all the answers yet but figuring it 

out is half the fun. 

  

Q: If you could tell people one thing about the SDG Library, 

what would it be? 

A: Check out our eResources! The cloudLibrary app is 

fantastic – it has a great selection and is easy to use. I 

particularly love the audiobooks, which are great for the car. 

Meet Margaret 
Systems Librarian 
Welcome Margaret, our new Systems Librarian! Meet another of 

our staff members that works primarily behind the scenes to 

keep our system humming.   
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Q:  What are you reading right now? 

A: I haven’t picked out my next read but I just finished a 

couple of mysteries by Anthony Horowitz: The Word is 

Murder and The Sentence is Death. They were really 

neat books that had an approach to the ‘whodunnit’ I had 

not encountered before. The author includes himself as a 

character in the story (and it’s even written in the first 

person from his own perspective); there is a fascinating 

interaction between his fictional world/story and his own 

actual life. As for what I will read next, anyone who 

knows me knows that will almost certainly be another 

mystery.  

Did you know... Your Library card expires every year! This 
lets us keep our records up-to-date. 

 
If you receive email notification that your 

membership is coming due, you can call or 
email your branch to renew your 

membership. 



I have been enjoying many of our SDG Library reads regarding bookshops; 

however, this novel is more about the characters than the bookshop setting. 

The bookshop becomes a catalyst for the meeting of the two main characters, 

but the story becomes so much more than a bookshop.  

The main story revolves around Tom Hope, an Australian farmer, and Hannah, 

a Hungarian Holocaust survivor. The setting is rural Australia in the 1960s with 

time lapses to past events in each of their lives. We learn about Trudy, the first 

wife of Tom, who leaves him twice and takes her son (Peter) away with her, 

and the longing of Tom to be a father. We learn about Hannah, her two 

husbands, and her son (Michael) that she has lost, and the grief she still feels 

in her heart. The two characters are so different, in age and in life experiences, but a common “broken-

heart” unites the characters to find love and meaning in their lives. 

I usually like the ‘alternating chapter’ format in novels, yet I find the use of the format brings confusion 

and disconnects the flow of the story in this novel. At times, I skipped over chapters to continue the 

storyline that had been interrupted. This is not a light read: it describes traumatic events in the lives of 

the characters (from the horrors of Auschwitz for Hannah to the brutal life at the Jesus Camp for Peter), 

but despite the darkness and grief, we learn that light and hope can come with love and forgiveness.  

 Borrow a copy here!  

Book Review - The Bookshop of the Broken Hearted  
Reviewed by Joann Larin, LSA, Long Sault Branch 

https://sdglibrary.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=the+bookshop+of+the+broken+hearted&searchType=smart
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Next Level Programs 
By Susan Wallwork, Community Librarian 

Welcome November! It’s the start of the season to build your 

reading list, stock up on your coffee and tea supplies, and 

pull out those cozy blankets. Mmmm - it’s so much easier to 

ignore the leaves on the ground and the chilly temperatures 

when you can escape into the comfort of a good book!  

Of course, we’ve got you covered when you’re ready to 

borrow some titles from your reading list, but did you know 

that we’ve also got you covered with unique programs? All 

our programs are virtual, so those hot drinks and warm 

blankets are perfectly acceptable for attending our programs 

as well! 

We know that virtual programs are different from connecting 

in person - how can they not be? But, if you haven’t attended 

one yet, you might be surprised to find out that they still 

provide a level of connection. And, you can’t discount not 

having any travel time to attend the presentation or 

workshop! 

If you’ve been thinking about checking out one of our virtual 

programs, we’d love now to be the time! Some programs 

provide flexibility on timing by being pre-recorded and you 

can watch them anytime. Other programs are live on Zoom - 

get the link and get connected! 

This November and December, we’re kicking it up another 

notch with what we have planned. Now, get ready for new 

ideas, interesting speakers, and plenty of opportunities for 

learning and exploring. From writing workshops and 

connections with veterans, to STEM activities and author 

visits - we’ve got all this (and more) in store for you! We hope 

you’ll join us! 

sdglibrary.ca/virtual-programs 

 

Returned items are  

quarantined for a period of  

time prior to being checked in. 

Items will remain on your account 

until this quarantine period is over. 

If you have returned an item and it 

is still on your account, please wait 

a week before following up with 

Library staff. No overdues will be 

charged.  

http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-programs


My Journey to Librarianship 
by Margaret Piper, Systems Librarian 

The first librarian I can remember is Mrs. Shaw. Mrs. Shaw was the school librarian where I spent grades 3 through 8. She 

was equal parts thrilling, inspiring and terrifying. She ran a strict library and had clichéd librarian-glasses that she peered 

ominously over the tops of. But for all the fear she struck into us 4 to 15 year olds, she could read a story like no one else. 

Really. Every time she read a book to us was a magnificent performance that fully captured our attention and imagination. 

Unfortunately, my most prominent memory of Mrs. Shaw is the time that righteous little 10-year old me felt that Mrs. Shaw 

did not assist me to the fullest extent of her abilities. I angrily returned to my classroom and told my motherly classroom 

teacher, Mrs. Skinner, all about it. Like, I really let loose. At some point in my rant, Mrs. Skinner's attention waned but I didn't 

notice. I didn't notice until it was much, much too late. Mrs. Shaw was behind me and then proceeded to give me the 

dressing down of my life. Terrifying stuff and truly shocking that I was able to pursue this career despite that ordeal.  

On the other hand, maybe the first true librarians in my life were my parents. Not by profession but certainly in the habits 

they passed on to me. As a kid, our house was full of books. Not pristine ones. They were all dog-eared and roughed up. 

They had been carried around, taken in the bath, the car, a purse, and probably to other countries and back. My Mom in 

particular passed on a joy for reading - she always has a book on the go and would take particular pains to find novels to my 

exacting satisfaction (she claims the key to her success was books with boats – apparently, I always liked them best). My 

father reads too but the strongest book-related memory I have of his reading habits is an enormous book on the 

programming language Perl. Even as a child, I could tell that it was probably extremely boring and now, as an adult, I would 

say that supposition was likely correct. However, I think I did and still do admire his commitment to learning and even now in 

his 60's he recently told me he's training on a new system that he’s interested in for work.  

In my new home here in North Glengarry, my husband and I share responsibility for our personal library. We each have our 

own approach. Nick believes that the bookshelves should demonstrate 

the biography of ones’ life - the time he got into backgammon, the urban 

design phase, the cocktail making decade, the gazillion books about 

music and lastly, the obscure books that he plants on the shelf in hopes 

that some visitor will notice and begin a hilarious or thought-provoking 

conversation (top titles including the 1903 edition of Manhood's Morning 

about the etiquette of being a young gentleman and The Armageddon 

Survival Handbook, which I assume/hope is satire). My approach to books 

is more selfish. The highest level of my organizational system is emotion - 

do I want to feel comforted? Amused? Pleasantly terrified? From there, I 

go into a pretty classic alphabetical route. Well, I try to but usually they get 

out of order. Please don't mention that to the other librarians, thanks. 

All in all, I'm not really sure how I ended up in this profession. I was supposed to be a musician and then this just sort of 

happened. This past year, I was surprised to find myself writing an earnest cover letter with phrases like "I have been hoping 

to find a position as a Systems Librarian" and really, actually meaning it. Despite the fact that I never planned for this career, 

I'm thrilled to be here taking on the incredibly nerdy/fun challenges of Systems Librarianship and getting to know the diverse 

communities within SDG Counties. 
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Holiday Hours 
All branches will be closed for the holidays on: 

Thursday, December 24 
Friday, December 25 

Saturday, December 26 
Thursday, December 31 

Friday, January 1 
 

**Regular hours of operation all other days** 

Happy Holidays  
from  


