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Connect. Create. Explore.

LIBRARY NEWS

Congratulations to SDG Library!
By Frances Marin, former SDG Library Board Chair and Member
Walk into any Library branch—and there are 15 in Stormont,
Dundas and Glengarry—and you will find reading and listening
materials not only for information, education, fun and
inspiration, but these will connect you in countless ways to
the broader community.
Fifty years ago a patchwork of independent libraries was
scattered across the Counties. In some villages the books
were even hidden away in boxes. County residents were
asking for library services and the new librarian, Anne Nyland,
rose to the challenge! With her leadership and the hard work
of staff, politicians and the community at large, the
patchwork—“something for the ladies” as it was viewed—has
grown into a modern system of shared physical and electronic
resources for people of all ages and abilities, and has a capable
staff to help navigate the materials and information available.
The County Library has been consistently challenged to prove
that it is not wasting taxpayers’ money. Evidently the system
has made the most of what funds are available by pooling
resources; and the people who work in libraries are adept at
stretching them. Friends’ groups and volunteers also provide
support, fundraising for improvements, assisting with
programmes and helping to make libraries meeting places and
community centres.
Libraries are an integral part of a thriving community.
Congratulations to Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry on
building a county library in the last 50 years of which we can
be justly proud!
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An Exciting Time to Be Library Board Chair!
By Margaret MacDonald, SDG Library Board Chair
It’s my pleasure to have been elected as the SDG Library
Board Chair in September to see out the final year of this
board’s term. I am just as pleased to have Mayor Tony Fraser
step into my former role of Vice Chair, a position I’ve held
since 2018. From a historical perspective, having an appointed
(public) board member in the Chair position, such as myself,
has not happened since Frances Marin held the role in 199697.
What an exhilarating time to be Board Chair as we celebrate
Canadian Library Month and SDG Library’s 50th Anniversary!
Since 1971, we’ve gone from a bookmobile, nine branches,
and print books to today, with eResources, instruments, a
MakerLab, computers and WiFi, museum passes and so much
more!
In terms of governance, the Board will be concentrating on
year four of the Board cycle: legacy and transition readiness.
We will be planning for succession, creating a Board legacy
document, and developing a new strategic plan to lead us into
the future.
I look forward to serving as Board Chair for the SDG Library,
and to also continuing my role as Board Assembly
Representative with the Ontario Library Service (OLS). I have
been a lifelong advocate for libraries. I believe the SDG Library
is the hub of our community where people can ‘connect,
create and explore’ in a safe and welcoming environment. It
has a wealth of resources right there for you to take
advantage of. Make sure to check out your local library: it’s
not just about books anymore.

MEET THE STAFF

Meet Rachel

Library Services Assistant, Williamstown Branch
As one of our ‘Stay-At-Home’ Book Club facilitators, Rachel loves
connecting with patrons both online and in-person at the Library.
Learn more about Rachel!
Q: Tell us about what you do for the SDG Library.
A: I work as a Library Services Assistant for the SDG Library at
the Williamstown Branch. I assist the patrons in accessing
all the wonderful services that we have to offer. I also help
facilitate the SDG Stay-at-Home Book Club, a virtual book
club where we have fun discussing great new reads each
month.
Q: How long have you been with the Library?
A: I first began working for the Library in December 2019 as a
Casual Support Assistant where I would fill in at the other
branches as needed. I would also offer program support for
the Library Services Assistants at the various branches. When
the Williamstown Library Services Assistant position became
available in August of this year, I just knew I had to apply. I
love the Williamstown Branch, and the community.

Q: What do you love most about working in libraries?
A: I find it difficult to pick the ‘one thing’ that I love most
about working in libraries, but I think it would be the
connections made with our patrons. I love when patrons
come in asking me for suggested books to read. One of the
most rewarding moments for me is when they come back
to the branch, excited to tell me how much they loved the
recommended book. Seeing people getting excited about
books and reading is just one of the many things I love
about working in libraries.

Q: What are you reading right now?
A: I am currently reading The Disappearing Act by Catherine
Steadman, a psychological thriller. I just completed Dear
Child by Romy Hausman, also a psychological thriller that
kept me up at night. Along with thrillers, I also love the
tragedies, like Chris Whittaker’s We Begin at the End which I
read last month. It has been my favourite read of 2021 so
far.

Q: If you could tell people one thing about the SDG Library,
what would it be?

A: If I could tell people one thing about the SDG Library, I
would want them to know that our libraries are a ‘safe’
place to explore, connect and engage with others. When I
first moved to Williamstown, I was homeschooling our two
daughters, and everything felt new, scary, and different
from our home in British Columbia. My daughters and I
came to the local library and were met by a welcoming
librarian who not only assisted us in accessing books but
also directed us to programs where we could connect with
others in the community. In that homeschooling season, my
girls and I went to the library twice a week. It became our
‘safe’ place to explore literature and connect with others.
The library helped us transition into a new community.
Since working here at the SDG Library, I have witnessed my
colleagues extend that same welcoming and caring hand
that was extended to me all those years ago.
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Book Review
The Lost Apothecary by Sarah Penner
Book review by Cheryl Thompson, LSA, Williamsburg Branch
If a book combining a
little bit of history, a little
bit of mystery and a little
bit of magic appeals to
you, you might enjoy The
Lost Apothecary by Sarah
Penner. An easy read,
this book spans
throughout two periods
of time and flawlessly
interweaves the stories
of three captivating
women. Caroline lives in the present. She heads to
London on a would-be ten-year anniversary trip and
ends up alone, struggling to find the person she once
was. Nella is a mysterious apothecary of the Georgian
Era, and Eliza is a young twelve year old entranced by
Nella’s independence and knowledge of poisons,
potions, and remedies.
The novel unravels slowly as the women’s characters
unfold but in the second half, tension builds as
secrets unfold, and the plot takes on surprising twists
and turns. Though Caroline appears weak at the

beginning, by the end of the novel she comes into her
own and discovers her calling. It is Caroline, the
historian, that leads us on an exciting search through
the dark alleyways of 1790s London, uncovering the
hidden world of a reluctant murderer. Coinciding with
her research, the author reveals more of who Nella is
and her motive for turning her arts for healing into a
means for death. Nella aches for what she has lost
and will protect any woman who finds herself in a
vulnerable situation, even though the burden of her
guilt is almost more than she can bear. Eliza, too,
feels the pain of being left empty and her relationship
with Nella is one of love and sacrifice. Though vastly
different, it is easy to sympathize with each woman’s
unique flaws and gifts and become invested in their
stories.
With a craft for creating authentic characters,
mystical settings, and unexpected plot turns, Penner
presents a debut novel that conjures up visions for
more secrets and magic in the future.

Borrow a copy of the The Lost Apothecary.

LIBRARY NEWS

Return of the Intern
We’re pleased to welcome Charlotte back to SDG Library!
Find out what she has in store as our new Community
Librarian.
Q: What can you tell us about yourself?
A: My name is Charlotte Halstead, and as of mid-September
I
have
returned
to
the
Library’s
Administration Office to assume the role of Community
Librarian. You may recognize me from my previous role as
the Library’s Local History Archives Intern, where I
completed a review of these special collections and
provided guidelines and recommendations for the future of
their contents.
Q: What does your role entail?
A:This position involves creating marketing and promotional
content for our social media, coordinating with staff to plan
exciting programs, and building new relationships as well as
maintaining existing ones with community members,
businesses, and organizations. Other aspects of my role
include conducting market research to evaluate library
service and programming needs, implementing fundraising
initiatives, collaborating with colleagues, and collection
development. I am also in a supervisory role, wherein I
provide support and guidance to our District Supervisors
and Courier Driver, assist with recruitment and training of
new staff, etc.
Q: What attracted you to the position of Community
Librarian?
A: I have always had a passion for community involvement, I
was heavily involved in volunteer initiatives throughout
university and knew I was destined to work in the public
service. What appealed to me about this role was the
opportunity to return to a familiar organization, albeit this
time with increased responsibility and new challenges. My
predecessor was my former supervisor, and while working
under her as an intern I had the opportunity to provide
assistance and learn some aspects of the job. From there, I
was certain that programming, social media management
and content creation, and community outreach were the
kinds of duties that I sought to have in a future role. When
the job posting appeared, I knew I had to take a chance and
go for it.
Q: What do you love about the Library?
A: Our library network services a rural population of
approximately 64 000 people who come from varying
levels of socioeconomic status. Internet access is not as
widely available as it is in other areas of the province, and
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this contributes to the existing digital divide between rural
and urban areas. I love that our Library provides internet
and computer access for patrons within our branches, as
well as the opportunity to check out mobile internet
hotspots. Especially during pandemic times, free Internet
access can mean the difference between people being able
to submit resumes, access online learning, research areas of
interest, etc.
Q: What are you hoping to accomplish in this position?
A: Ultimately, I wish to establish myself within the
community so that I am a familiar face to our Library
members. I have many ideas I want to test out, and it is
important to me to hear from our community on what you
wish to see from us. I invite you to contact me at
chalstead@sdglibrary.ca if you have a programming, event,
collection development, or miscellaneous request.
Q: What are you reading right now?
A: Lots of notable works from Margaret Atwood, in
preparation for our upcoming Zoom event with her on
November 17.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS
Are you looking to connect with others? Or maybe learn something new? Our virtual programs are a perfect way to do either
or both! All programs are online, so get comfortable and join us from home. Our programs are a combination of pre-recorded
and live programs (using Facebook, Zoom or Teams). Space may be limited for our live programs so make sure to register early
to save your spot!
To register for our Zoom programs, please email programs@sdglibrary.ca before noon the day of the program. A confirmation
email will be sent back to you after registering. If you have not received an email confirmation within two business days of
registering, please send a follow-up email or contact your local branch. And make sure to check your spam folder just in case
the email ended up there instead of your inbox.
SDG Stay-At-Home Book Club

Macra-Make!

LEGO Challenge — Santa’s Village

Be a part of our virtual book club! A new title
each month. Great reads, great discussions
and great fun!
Join our Facebook Group

Thursday, November 18 | 6:30pm
Join us for the end of our three-part series.
Learn some basic macrame knots in

Saturday, November 27 | 10:30am

Adults.
Facebook.

Virtual Ancestry Club
Fridays, November 12, 26 & December 10
1:00pm
Whether you’re new to genealogy or a
seasoned pro, join us to learn tips, exchange
information, share successes, and leave with
new ideas and recommendations. Beginners
to experts are welcome. Registration is
required — please register by emailing
programs@sdglibrary.ca.
Adults.
Zoom.

preparation of a larger macrame project in
the final session. Supplies will be provided.
Space is limited — email
programs@sdglibrary.ca to register.
Teens & Adults.
Zoom.

Learn the Basics of Graphic Design
Wednesday, November 24 | 6:30pm
Learn the basics of graphic design through
this presentation. Whether you’re designing
posters for work or content for your social
media posts, this informative workshop will
help you improve your design skills.
Adults.
Zoom.

A Conversation with Margaret Atwood
Wednesday, November 17 | 6:30pm
Join us for an intimate fireside chat with
internationally renowned poet and novelist,
Margaret Atwood, moderated by CBC’s Alan
Neal. This event will also feature a brief
history of the SDG Library. Registration
required — email programs@sdglibrary.ca.

We’re inviting you to build Santa's village!
Bring your LEGOs and be prepared for some
fun challenges at our virtual LEGO playdate.
Get busy building in advance — build a part of
Santa’s village and send us a photo of your
creation by December 8. Email it to
programs@sdglibrary.ca, and then attend our
program (bring your creation with you!) for a
chance to win a LEGO prize. Register by
November 20 to save your spot — email
programs@sdglibrary.ca.
Ages 5-12.
Zoom.

Snow Globes, Sugar Cookies & Santa
Saturday, December 4 | 2:30pm

Get into the holiday spirit with a snow globe
craft and enjoy a Christmas story told by
Santa himself! Register by November 24 —
email programs@sdglibrary.ca.
Ages 5-9.
Zoom.

Teens & Adults.
Zoom.
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Candy Cane Colour Spread Experiment
Time for some Christmas chemistry with this easy experiment!
Materials:

Directions:

— Candy canes (or red
and white mints)

1. Put a candy cane on a plate (or place mints
in a circle on the edge of a plate).

— Plate
— Warm water

2. Pour some warm water into the center of
the plate, just enough to cover all the candy.
3. Now watch, as the color magically
spreads!

MAKER Minute
in a bag

Coming soon to a branch near you!

YEAR IN REVIEW

Looking Back & Thinking Ahead
By Jenna Lamarche, District Supervisor
Looking back at this past year, I am amazed at what the
Library has accomplished. The pandemic continues to
present many challenges, but that hasn’t stopped us! Sure,
it might have slowed us down but it also gave us the
opportunity to try new things and flex our creative muscles.
They say that creativity is the perfect outlet for stress.
When I think of the new and original ways that staff have
engaged our patrons—from newly developed curriculum
kits to fun and interactive virtual programs—it’s obvious
that we’ve found comfort in creativity during this stressful
time.
Stress might be a killer, but it’s how we handle it that
matters. And our staff have handled it with an abundance of
patience, grace, and passion for what they do. The
pandemic might have knocked us down a couple notches,
but we’ve bounced back with some of the most innovative
ideas seen in Libraryland. And that’s truly something to be
proud of.
But it hasn’t been easy. We’ve worked hard to re-imagine
library services, dedicating ourselves to patron satisfaction,

and doing everything we can to support our communities,
but it’s been challenging—not to mention exhausting—and
we’re very much waiting for the day when the pandemic
dust settles and we can get back to those things we miss
most: in-person experiences.
We look forward to when our book clubs gather around our
tables again, when afterschool programs see school-aged
children flocking to the Library, and when we’re finally able
to take the Library outside our walls and visit our schools,
retirement residences, and community clubs. We miss
connecting with the public through community engagement
at our ‘big ticket’ events — our Pop Up Library and SDG
Reads await us!
As we wind down another challenging year, we find
ourselves thinking ahead and wondering what tomorrow
looks like. Is ‘normal’ waiting for us on the other side of
this? Will 2022 bring us closer to what we miss most? Will
we get to engage in community outreach, conduct class
visits, and run good ol’ fashioned in-person storytimes
again? We don’t know, but we sure hope so!

LIBRARY HOURS

We Are Open!

We continue to monitor the impacts of COVID-19 on our communities and adjust our services as needed or are able to do so.
All branches are currently open for regular hours and some in-branch services — welcome back! Stay up-to-date on any
changes by connecting with us on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram, or visit our website. Our current hours of operation are
listed below. And don’t forget, digital resources and virtual program schedules are available on our website at sdglibrary.ca.
Alexandria Branch
alexandrialib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 525-3241
Monday 3:00-8:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Thursday 10:00am-8:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Avonmore Branch
avonmorelib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 346-2137
Tuesday 2:00-7:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm
Thursday 2:00-7:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Chesterville Branch
chestervillelib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 448-2616
Tuesday 10:00am-1:00pm
Wednesday 2:00-7:00pm
Thursday 2:00-7:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Crysler Branch
cryslerlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 987-2090
Monday 10:00am-1:00pm
Tuesday 3:00-8:00pm
Wednesday 9:00am-1:00pm
Thursday 3:00-8:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-1:00pm

Ingleside Branch
inglesidelib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 537-2592
Monday 3:00-8:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Thursday 10:00-8:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Iroquois Branch
iroquoislib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 652-4377
Tuesday 2:00-7:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm
Thursday 2:00-7:00pm
Friday 1:00-4:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-1:00pm

Lancaster Branch
lancasterlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 347-2311
Monday 9:00am-2:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Thursday 10:00am-8:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Long Sault Branch
longsaultlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 534-2605
Tuesday 10:00am-7:00pm
Wednesday 1:00-5:00pm
Thursday 10:00am-7:00pm
Friday 1:00-5:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

MakerLab/Finch Branch
finchlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 984-2807
Wednesday 2:00-7:00pm
Thursday 10:00am-3:00pm
Friday 2:00-7:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-1:00pm

Maxville Branch
maxvillelib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 527-2235
Tuesday 3:00-7:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm
Thursday 4:00-7:00pm
Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm

Morrisburg Branch
morrisburglib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 543-3384
Monday 12:00-5:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Thursday 10:00am-8:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

South Mountain Branch
southmountainlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 989-2199
Tuesday 3:00-7:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm
Thursday 2:00-7:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-1:00pm

Williamsburg Branch
williamsburglib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 535-2185
Tuesday 3:00-7:00pm
Wednesday 3:00-7:00pm
Thursday 10:00am-2:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Williamstown Branch
williamstownlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 347-3397
Monday 2:00-6:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm
Thursday 3:00-7:00pm
Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm

Winchester Branch
winchesterlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 774-2612
Monday 9:00am-2:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-8:00pm
Thursday 10:00am-8:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

