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Summer Fun With the TD Summer Reading Club 
By Darlene Atkins, District Supervisor for Alexandria, Avonmore, Lancaster, Maxville and Williamstown Branches  

Get ready for a fun-filled summer with literacy-based 

activities and fun challenges designed to keep children 

reading all summer long.  

Our annual TD Summer Reading Club is going virtual this 

summer, providing a safe way for school-aged children 

(ages 6-12) to participate. Each week, our program 

facilitators will be posting activities on our designated TD 

Summer Reading Club Facebook group (facebook.com/

sdglibrary). Don’t have Facebook? No problem! You can 

also access all the activities through our website at 

sdglibrary.ca/tdsrc-weekly-program.  

Since we cannot meet you in our branches this summer for 

our usual programs, we are planning weekly virtual meet 

ups, as well as preparing take-home activity kits available for 

order and collection at select curbside pick-up branches.  

 

And we haven’t forgotten 

the prizes! We have some 

amazing rewards you 

won’t want to miss. One 

prize will be up for grabs 

each week, and plenty of 

grand prizes at the end. 

Ballots are earned by 

reading books and 

participating in challenges. 

The more you read and 

participate, the more 

chances you’ll have to win! 

We know the program will be different this year and we’ll 

miss seeing everyone in person. But we’ve been doing a lot 

of planning and we can promise we'll have just as much (if 

not more!) fun as usual!  

Get Ready, Get Set, Game On! 
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Program runs July 6 until August 28 

“Want to write you a love 

letter.” “Day after day.” “Ice 

cream castles in the air.” “It 

was a Chelsea morning.” “I’ve 

looked at life that way.” “By the 

time we got to Woodstock.” If 

these phrases seem familiar to 

you, you will probably love the 

new book by Canadian award-

winning author and illustrator, 

Selina Alko, called Joni: the 

Lyrical Life of Joni Mitchell 

published in 2020.  
 

I picked this book off the shelf in the children’s non-fiction 

section of the Library. The amazing colour collage work was 

the first thing that caught my eye. This book is geared 

towards children aged four to six and is an excellent choice  

for parents or grandchildren looking for something to share 

with their children/grandchildren. 
 

Joni Mitchell was born in 1943 in Fort Macleod, Alberta and 

was raised in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Joni is a singer, 

songwriter, guitarist, pianist, poet, and a painter who, 

through her music, shared her relationships, frustrations, 

and the turbulent times that she came of age in. This book 

takes us through her life, how “she painted with words” as 

the book says. It talks about feelings and how to show how 

we feel whether it be sad, hurt, or happy and expressing 

them through painting or music.  
 

I would give this book 5 stars and I already know some 

parents who I will recommend this book to, for themselves, 

or to read with their children. 

Children’s Book Review 
Joni: the Lyrical Life of Joni Mitchell by Selina Alko 

By Linda Prieur, LSA, Ingleside Branch 

https://sdglibrary.ca/tdsrc-weekly-program


After retiring from my long-time job as a financial advisor with a local bank in 2017, I was excited by the prospect of 

indulging in some long overdue reading. I became a "frequent flyer" at my local SDG Library branch in Morrisburg and 

joked that I was in so often, I should get a job there. 

Ha! Little did I realize how prophetic that comment would be. The Library Services Assistant (LSA) mentioned that the 

Library was hiring casual staff and that I should apply. Did this retiree want back into the workforce so soon? I don't regret 

my decision for a second. 

As a Casual Support Assistant (CSA) with the SDG Library, I work the Dundas County branches in Winchester, Morrisburg, 

Chesterville, South Mountain, Iroquois and Williamsburg. I cover for regular staff on holidays or when sick and provide 

support to the LSAs during programming events. It can be feast or famine - sometimes working 2-3 shifts a week and 

sometimes none at all. You have to be flexible and willing to travel. Often, my shifts are scheduled well ahead of time so I 

know in advance when I will be working, but there are times when it's a last-minute call in. 

While shelving books is part of the job, it's so much more than that. I've had to learn new computer systems, familiarize 

myself with different book genres, keep abreast of current technology, such as 3D printing and eBooks, and hone my 

customer service skills due to the vast array of patrons I deal with. The best thing is, it never gets old. 

I work with smart, committed Library staff who are constantly striving to keep the Library relevant, especially during this 

pandemic. The Library has not yet re-opened to the public but is implementing curbside pick up - baby steps. While I 

haven’t been out in the branches much due to the shutdown, I have developed a new favourite thing: eBooks. Never did I 

think I would enjoy this format, but it's been a godsend during the pandemic. I am currently reading The Book of Longings 

by Sue Monk Kidd; a fascinating and inspiring, albeit controversial, tale about a young woman named Ana who marries 

Jesus -- a definite must-read. 

As we navigate the many protocols required to return to our new normal, this CSA is looking forward to the day she'll be 

back on the road again... See you soon! 

Life as a Casual Support Assistant 
by Louanne Tindal, CSA, Dundas Branches 
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opportunity to work in the Alexandria, Maxville, 

Williamstown and Lancaster Branches while providing 

courier relief when needed. Amazing experience! All the 

wonderful people and places. When Lucia (previous 

Administrative Assistant of 36 years) retired, I was the 

successful candidate for the position which I began in 

July 2016. My journey with the Library has been an 

amazing experience which I hope never ends. A true joy 

to go to work every day. 

 
Q:  What do you love most about working at the Library? 

A: New material that comes in at our Library Administration 

office! The pure joy of seeing that box open with all the 

new items coming in to be processed - love it! I am also 

thrilled to be part of any new renovation projects, 

innovations, and funding to make new technology 

available for everyone to experience. 

 

Q: If you could tell people one thing about the SDG Library, 

what would it be? 

A: One thing? Hmmm, that is difficult. I guess it would be to 

check back with us often and never be afraid to 

explore… OK, I know that is two but… I would like 

people to know that we are forever evolving with new 

and innovative ways of “checking out the Library”. I have 

been a Library patron as long as I can remember, in 

every city I have lived, and am still shocked by what can 

be “checked out” in a library (Library of Things, books, 

eBooks, audiobooks, DVDs, Lynda.com training, Internet 

hotspots, magazines, oh my!). Never be afraid to explore 

some new format or our eLibrary. When travelling the 

highways, I found that audiobooks were an amazing way 

to stay alert and awake if you pick the right book and 

narrator. I never thought I would like audiobooks but they 

saved my life (literally) by keeping me awake/focused on 

whodunit and the road! 

 
Q:  What are you reading right now? 

A: I am reading two books. I am almost finished The Boy 

From the Woods by Harlan Coben. Mystery novels are 

my guilty pleasure reads. The second book is Do 

Nothing: How to Break Away from Overworking, 

Overdoing, and Underliving by Celeste Headlee. This 

type of read is what I call “food for my soul”. 

Q: Tell us about what you do for the SDG Library. 

A: I am the Administrative Assistant for the SDG Library. I work 

at the Administrative Office in Cornwall. What do I do? In a 

nutshell, I support and supply our 15 Library branches 

across SDG. What does that mean? Think about what it 

would take to run a library (or household) and you probably 

have an idea of what it takes to help support the “front line” 

staff, tech services, supervisors, Director, and of course, 

our wonderful patrons. It takes a lot of problem solving, 

purchasing, and research skills. Oh, and great 

communication! There is a lot of distance to cover and lots 

of people/places with various needs. I make sure things run 

smoothly in the background. 

 
Q: How long have you been with the SDG Library? 

A: I started my training in March of 2013 to become a part 

time Library Services Assistant at the Lancaster Branch. 

How do I remember so exactly? Well, my first alone shift 

was on my birthday on a stormy night in April 2013. Best 

birthday ever - surrounded by snow, books, movies, oh 

my!! Shortly after that, I asked if there was a need for a 

backup courier relief driver. And shortly after that, I traded 

my regular shifts at Lancaster Branch for the position of 

Casual Support Assistant for Glengarry Township. This 

gave me the  

Meet Rachel Vivarais 
Administrative Assistant 

Keeping a 15-branch library system organized with all the necessary supplies is no easy feat. Thank goodness we have our 

Admin Assistant, Rachel! And if you think you recognize her, you probably do! She also helps out with courier and at the 

branches. Find out more about Rachel! 

RACHEL 



Near the beginning of the novel, Olive, Again, there is a character who would rather drive an hour out of town to pick up 

some groceries than bump into Olive Kitteridge. Anyone who has read the first novel about Olive might understand this 

anxiety. Olive is introduced by author Elizabeth Strout in 2008 in the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, Olive Kitteridge. Olive is 

not exactly a sweet, elderly, retired schoolteacher; rather she is the kind of person you invite to an event only out of 

obligation. She says whatever is on her mind, and she’s not afraid to make a scene. She considers many people to be  

horrible snobs and finds most children offensive. Often prickly and impatient, she doesn’t make friends easily and even her 

own son avoids visiting. But there is a side to Olive that, although it doesn’t come out very often, is surprisingly kind and  

compassionate.  

Olive, Again, reconnects us with Olive in her twilight years. Aging brings new loss, new love, and new spaces. Living most 

of her life in Crosby, Maine, in each chapter Olive crosses paths with several former students, old acquaintances, and 

newcomers to the small coastal town. Olive is still her blunt and acerbic self, but as time goes by she grows more reflective. 

In her loneliness and grief she wonders about her life, her relationships, what people think of her and ultimately what she 

thinks of herself.  

Author Elizabeth Strout is a master at creating multilayered characters. She shows us what it is to be human as Olive 

struggles against who she is as a person, reconciling her thoughts, her memories, and haunting fears. As funny and 

heartfelt as it is painful and heart wrenching, Olive, Again is an interesting tale of an interesting woman who you won’t soon 

forget. 

Olive, Again  by Elizabeth Strout 
by Cheryl Thompson, CSA, Dundas Branches 

BOOK REVIEW 



OUR NEW CATALOGUE 

sdg l ib rary.b ib l iocommons . com  

You’ve probably noticed we recently launched a new web-

based public catalogue. This new catalogue is designed to 

help patrons more easily browse the Library's collection with 

enhanced search functionality. The “smart search” feature 

uses natural language, which means that you can search 

“new kids books” and the results would return children’s 

books purchased in the last six months. Looking for the 

newest movie releases? Type in “new movies” in the search 

bar! Try it with audiobooks, large print, eBooks, and French 

books. The auto-complete suggestions and a "did you mean" 

feature also provide patrons with better search results. 
 

Another key feature of this new catalogue is the ability for 

patrons to be interactive with staff and other library users in 

our Library system, as well as from other systems across 

North America. The "My Library Dashboard" gives patrons 

the ability to log in and rate, review, or save titles to their "My 

Shelves" list for future reference. 
 

Are you looking for recommendations? Visit the “Recent 

Activity” page to view suggestions for what to read, watch or 

listen to based on popular subjects and themes. This page 

contains staff-curated lists on a variety of topics, as well as 

recently reviewed and rated items and lists generated by 

other patrons. Once you have set up your Library account 

you have the option to “follow” staff or patron accounts, and 

create your own lists and recommendations.   
 

We are very excited about all the new features and improved 

searchability with our new catalogue and cannot wait for 

everyone to give it a try! If you have any questions or 

comments, please feel free to email us at 

support@sdglibrary.ca. 

By Cheryl Servais, District Supervisor for Ingleside, Iroquois, Long Sault, Morrisburg, and Williamsburg Branches  
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS - VIRTUAL 

SDG Stay-At-Home Book Club 

Be a part of our virtual book club. Our 

second book is The Hate U Give by Angie 

Thomas. Join our Facebook group, 

participate in the discussions and share your 

thoughts. sdglibrary.ca/virtual-book-club 

Adults. 

 

TD Summer Reading Club 

July 6-August 28  

Get ready. Get set. Game on! Join our 

virtual TD Summer Reading Club this 

summer for reading suggestions, fun 

activities, and fantastic prizes! Virtual meet 

ups every Thursday at 10:30am.  

sdglibrary.ca/td-summer-reading-club 

School aged children. 

 

Library at Home - Paper Lanterns 

Saturday, July 18 | 10:00am 

Indoor or outdoor, add a little light to any 

setting with these do-it-yourself lanterns. 

Instructions provided online starting 

Saturday, July 18. 

sdglibrary.ca/create 

Teens & adults. 

 

Virtual Trivia Night - Friends 

Friday, July 24 | 7:00pm 

Test your Friends knowledge with our online 

trivia videos. Challenge your friends and 

family to see who knows Joey, Monica, 

Chandler, Phoebe, Ross and Rachel the 

best! Answers are posted on the following 

Monday. 

sdglibrary.ca/virtual-trivia-night 

All ages.  

Library at Home - Painted Garden Sign 

Saturday, August 15 | 10:00am 

Spruce up your garden or flowerbed with a 

handmade sign. Instructions provided online 

starting Saturday, August 15.  

sdglibrary.ca/create 

Teens & adults. 

 

Virtual Trivia Night - 80s Trivia 

Friday, August 28 | 7:00pm 

Test your 80s knowledge with our online 

trivia videos. Challenge your friends and 

family to see who remembers this decade 

the best! Answers are posted on the 

following Monday. 

sdglibrary.ca/virtual-trivia-night 

All ages.  

Our branches may be closed, but your SDG Library staff are still working hard to provide engaging programs you can take 

part in at home. Take a look at what we have happening this July and August! Join any of the activities below and then share 

your experiences with us on social media.  

We’re Still Here For You - District 2 Staff 
Christina Thompson, Williamsburg Branch; Kate Jones Miner, Morrisburg Branch; Joann Larin, Long Sault Branch;  

Eleanor Pietersma, Iroquois Branch; Linda Prieur, Ingleside Branch; Stacey Piticco, Morrisburg Branch;  

Christine Denis, Long Sault Branch; Colleen Cracknell, Ingleside Branch; Jeannette Devries, Iroquois Branch  

http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-book-club
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/td-summer-reading-club
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/create
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-trivia-night
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/create
http://www.sdglibrary.ca/virtual-trivia-night


Summer vacation time is here but… What is your vacation going to look like? Close to home (non-essential 

travel restrictions), accessible by car (trains and planes, yuk!), outdoors (social distancing), easily planned 

(flexible), easy on the wallet (for sure!). We have been cooped up for so long; we need to take some time to 

relax, refresh, recharge and connect. Besides the pleasure of a vacation, whether a day trip, night away, or 

virtual exploration, the beforehand planning and anticipation and the reflecting afterwards can be equally as 

meaningful.   

My bucket list includes a visit to all ten Canadian provinces and three territories. Last fall, we took the Via Train 

from Toronto to Vancouver, a beautiful 3,360 km trip, so I have now visited all ten provinces! This year we were 

aiming for the cold but hauntingly beautiful, Iqaluit, Nunavut. It is not off my bucket list but we have opted now 

for a warmer, safer option - a virtual trip instead. Come along with us on your iPhone or iPad and Google Maps 

at www.google.com/maps/about/behind-the-scenes/streetview/treks/canadian-arctic/.   

Virtual trips can offer a unique getaway to see something further away from the comfort and safety of our 

homes. It does not beat actually being there but it gives you a taste. Websites like Explore.org offer live webcam 

experiences around the world in real time. Or check out these other resources: 

• www.readersdigest.ca/travel/canada/canadas-10-biggest-things/ 

• www.thebestcolleges.org/amazing-libraries/ 

• nationaltrustcanada.ca/online-stories/5-virtual-tours-that-you-dont-want-to-miss 

• thecanadianhomeschooler.com/5-canadian-virtual-field-trips/ 

• attractionsontario.ca/virtual-tours-online-collections/# 

 

Or maybe you’re planning a short getaway close to home? May I recommend Big Sandy Bay Beach, Wolfe 

Island? It is a 1 km forest walkway hike to the beach and then you feel transported to the Caribbean! And only a 

short ferry ride from Kingston! You can connect with nature, watch the shore birds and enjoy the beautiful, long, 

secluded, sandy beach. Can’t get to the Caribbean? Visit this close, secret spot at www.infrontenac.ca/en/visit-

frontenac/life-s-a-beach---soak-up-the-sun-on-wolfe-island.aspx. 

The Library is here to help you in whatever you’re planning this summer. Check out the following SDG Library 

books for some daytrip ideas.  

• Backroads of Canada by Ron Brown sdglibrary.bibliocommons.com/item/show/266863167 

• 110 Nature Hot Spots in Ontario sdglibrary.bibliocommons.com/item/show/270352167 

• Picturesque Ontario Towns Ten Daytrips in Central Ontario sdglibrary.bibliocommons.com/item/
show/22853167 

Whatever vacation experience you choose, I hope you are able to unwind and get rid of some of the stress and 

anxiety of these past few months. I am hoping for the day when we can safely travel again - I still have those 

three territories to visit! 

Summer on Your Mind? 
by Donna McMillan, LSA, Williamstown Branch 

https://www.google.com/maps/about/behind-the-scenes/streetview/treks/canadian-arctic/
https://www.readersdigest.ca/travel/canada/canadas-10-biggest-things/
https://www.thebestcolleges.org/amazing-libraries/
https://nationaltrustcanada.ca/online-stories/5-virtual-tours-that-you-dont-want-to-miss
https://thecanadianhomeschooler.com/5-canadian-virtual-field-trips/
https://attractionsontario.ca/virtual-tours-online-collections/
https://www.infrontenac.ca/en/visit-frontenac/life-s-a-beach---soak-up-the-sun-on-wolfe-island.aspx
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